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Editorial. 
THE proceedings of the International Conference held at Philadelphia July 17th and 18th, in connection with the 
International Exhibition of 1876, have been published by the 
Bureau of Education, and are now being distributed. They 
form ' a closely printed document of 92 pages, embracing ver-
batim reports of the discuss ions, a table of contents, and a cata-
logue of the representatives participating in the Conference, 
From the latter it appears that twelve foreign countries, to-wit: 
The Argentine Republic, Austria, Brazil, Canada, England, Fin-
land, Germany, the H awaiian Islands, Japan, Russia, Spain, and 
Sweden took an active part in tlie proceedings. Besides these, 
twenty-two states and two territories of the American Union were 
represented in the Conference by 102 persons. ' The number of 
foreign representatives was 17. Among the distinguished for-
eigners present were G. Videla Dorna, of the Argentine Republic; 
Dr. F. Migerka, Chief Commissioner of Austria; Dr. Philip Da 
Motta, Brazilian Educational Commissioner; Hon. J. George 
Hodgins, Deputy Minister of Education, Ontario; Hon. Fuji-
maro Tanaka, Vice Minister of Education, Japan; Col. Juan 
Marin, Spanish Royal Commissioner; Dr. G. Seelhorst, of the 
School of Art, Nuremberg, Germany; and Professor C. J. 
Meyerberg, Superintendent of Schools, Stockholm, Sweden. 
Among the more interesting topics discussed by the Confer-: 
ence we may mention the paper on Courses of Study, from the 
Primary School to the University, by Dr. Wm. T. Harris of St. 
Louis, with remarks thereon by Dr. Da Motta, of Brazil, Mr. 
Hodgins of Ontario, and Dr. Meyerberg, of Sweden; Sketch of 
Education in the Hawaiian Islands, by Inspector General Hitch-
cock; Education in Japan, by Dr. Murray; The Teacher in 
Different Countries, his preparation, status, salary, and tenure 
of office, by Drs. Hodgins and Meyerberg, and Prof. Jones of 
England; The Normal School System and Rights. of Teachers 
in Ontario, by Dr. Hodgins ; The Normal Schools of Finland, 
by Prof. C. J . Hogman of the Normal School at Yyveskyla, 
Finland; Education in the Argentine Republic, by Senor G. 
Videla Dorna, -Charge d' Affaires, Argentine Republic ; The 
Cond ition of Teachers in the United States, by Hon. J. P. 
Wickersham, of Pennsylvania; The Supervision of Schools in 
Sweden, by Dr. Meyerberg; Pedagogical Museums, by Dr. Hoyt, 
of Wisconsin, and Mr. Hodgins, of Ontario ; and Public In-
structi on in Austri a, by Dr. F. Migerka, Austrian Chief Com-
missioner. 
During the closing sessIon of this, -the first Intern ational 
Conference of Educators ever held in any country, the plan of a 
perman ent International Educat ional Congress, to be organized 
in connection with the Paris Exposition of 1878, was fully dis-
cussed. The sentiment in favor of such an organization was 
nearly unanimous, and the followin g resolution offered by Dr. 
Hodg:ns, of Ontario, was finally passed: 
" R esolved, That, in the opinion of this Conference, it is 
desirable that there should be held at the next U niversal Exposi-
tion, an International Congress, and that the United States Com-
missioner of Education is hereby requested to take such steps, 
whether by correspondence with foreign governments, or other-
wise, as to \1im shall seem most proper to bring about that result." 
The question of such an organization is thus fairly presented 
for consideration by the friends of education throughout the 
civilized world. It remains to be seen whether Ame'rican edu-
c.ators are disposed to take the initiative in bringing about such . 
a Congress. Who can doubt that a result of this kind once 
achieved would be but another step toward universal brotherhood 
among the nations? Of all the International Congresses for 
whatever object proposed, this will appear to the truly thoughtful 
mind to be one of the most far-reaching and beneficent in its 
aims. The universal education of the race means universal 
elevation and eventually fratemization. If the nations of the 
earth are ever to be raised to that happy condition when they 
shall "learn war no more," it must be effected through the 
mighty power of true teaching, and the manifold influences that 
grow out of free thought, free speech, and a free press directed 
to the intellectual and moral regeneration of all men. 
' The progress of education depends largely upon the teachings 
of experience. All civilized nations are at. work upon the prob-
lem, and each is learning some new lesson of wisdom by which 
all may be profited. Through discussion and a comparison of 
the systems and methods of different countries in these interna-
tional congresses, the valuable lessons of each may be learned by 
all, and the educational wisdom of the w~ ,j d may thus be made 
tributary to the advancement of a cause that ministers to the 
world's greatest needs. Not by the onward tramp of armies, 
the protocols of dissembling diplomats, the edicts of ambitious 
potentates, or even the enactments of free legislative assemblies, 
but by the growtlt of. ideas, by lIte silent yet jJotent t"njluence of the 
school and tIle teae/ur, must the race be lifted from the depths of 
ignorance and degradation to the sublime heights of mdral and 
intellectual greatness, and to the realms of enduring prosperity 
and happiness. What miracles of beneficence might not be per-
formed for the down-trodden and suffering millions, could the 
boundless waste of war be conserved and applied to the promo- -
tion of the arts of peace! 
-----------------We should rejoice to see this project of a permanent Interna-
tional Congress of educators carried to completion. We should 
.-
The Educational Weekly. [Numbe( 23 
be l'roud to know that it has been effected primarily through the 
energy, intelligence, and professional zeal of American educators. 
We should like to behold the evidence that such a result would 
afford, of the disposition of American teachers to lead in the 
propagation of ideas distinctively American, as well as ill the 
assimilation of all that can in any manner contribute to the 
growth and efficiency of our own cherished means of instruction. 
It remains for them to determine whether this grand conception 
shall be realized, and whether the International Educational 
Congress shall take its place as one of the recognized agencies 
for the promotion of universal liberty, equality, and fraternity 
among the nations of the earth. Will the numerous educational 
associations soon to assemble in various portions of the country 
lay hold of the problem and render the Commissioner of Educa-
tion such efficient support as will lead to a consummation so 
devoutly to be wished? Nous v~rrons. 
Through the National Bureau of Education we have received 
the Report of the Minister of Public Instruction of the Colon y 
of Victoria, Australia, for the year 1875-6, affording a fresh 
illustration of the comprehensive and invaluable work being 
performed by the Bureau. The Report in question is a systematic 
and thorough exhibit of the eclucational condition of that distant . 
community, and will be read with attention by all who take an 
interest in the progress of education throughout the world . It 
is a document of 60 pages, double the size of those of our own 
school reports. It contains the usual statistiGal and financial 
tables with the sub-reports of the inspectors of fourteen districts. 
The enumeration of the school population includes chilqren from 
3 to 6, from 6 to 13, and 'from 13 to 16 years of age respec t-
ively. Of the first class, there are in the colony 76,034. Of the 
second, 192,065, and of the third, 12,884, giving a total of 280,-
983. The number of children between' 3 and 6 years of age in 
attendance at private and industrial schools dl)ring the year 
named above was 5,218. The total number of all ages attending 
private schools, colleges, grammar, reformatory, and industrial 
schools was-24,666. The n~mber of state and capitation schools 
in operation was 1,320. The number of children on the rolls iIi 
these schools was 220,533, and the average attendance was 101,-
495. The number on the rolls, reduced for attendance at more 
than one school, gives 195,252 distinct individual children that 
have attended during the year. The enrollment in the Colony 
has increased from 135,962 in 1872 to 220,533 in 1875, and the 
average attendance from 68,436 to 101,495 in the same time. 
Still, from time to time, we have intelligence that the warfare 
of the Roman Catholic Church upon the free public school sys-
tem of the United States is maintained. We are not aware that 
as yet it has done an y particular harm; but it will be strange if 
the continual dropping does not at length wear away the stone. 
The persistent pressure of so large a body as Catholicism musters 
in this country, headed by leaders so crafty and able, and they 
under the domination of the acute counsellors and agents of the 
Pope at Rome, 111ust at last weaken the superstructure of our . 
splendid system of education, unless it is constantly buttressed 
by a sound public opinion and by the equally persistent pressure 
of Protestant educators and others of the faith who help to make 
public opinion, in defenSe! of that which America holds so dear 
and sacred. We have no fear that. the entrenchments of the 
common school are to be taken at any single dash of the enemy, 
or by repeated charges from the open field. It is rather by sap-
ping and mining that the way may be prepared for the final 
explosion that shall leave them in hopeless ruin. 
The latest of these efforts that has come to our notice is a behest 
from under the very shadows of the Vatican. The renowned So-
ciety for the Propagation of the .Faith, which has for ages been a 
most effective agent in the spread and maintenance of Catholi-
cism, has recently issued an address on this subject, which, trans-
lated from its original Latin, has found its way into an American 
newspaper. By it the bishops of Mother Church are exhorted to 
preserve their flocks by all means possible from the "dangers" 
of the public schools. Catholic parents are to be warned in no 
case to send their children to them, except when no parish or 
other Catholic school is at hand; and in these exceptional cases, 
the children are to be duly and diligently instructed in the faith 
by other means. But, that exceptions may be rare as possible, 
it is prescribed as a matter of supreme importance that Catholic 
religionists' should have, in every place, schools of their own not 
inferior to the public schools. Liberal provision should be made 
for founding and thoroughly equipping such schools. Wealthy 
Catholics, and such as are" members of legislative bonies," are 
specially exhorted and admonished to keep this end ever in view. 
In the last injunction mentioned-that to "members of legis-
lative bodies "-resides one of the greatest dangers. Within a 
very few years, the country has seen in repeated cases how pliable 
the average legislator is under the manipulations of the Catholic, 
where he is numerous to hold the political" balance of power," 
or seriously affect the popular vote in the state or in the member's 
own district. The" Geghan Bill" in . Ohio, and the "Gray 
Nuns' Act" in New York-the latter strictly an educational 
measure, virtually giving the graduates of a certain convent-
school in northern New York equal professional standing before 
the law with the graduates of the state normal schools-are 
among the most notorious cases. The time was when the Roman 
Catholic schools of New York city had only to prefer their de-
mands to secure · their scores of thousands of dollars from the 
public funds to upbuild their sectarian institutions; while, as if 
to take the curse off these appropriations, a few hundreds were, 
with equal impropriety and injustice, doled out to Protestant 
schools. 
The total cost for the year 1875 of the instruction of each 
child m average attendance was £3, lIS. 6?{ d. and for each 
child under instruction, £1, 17S. 2d. A Training Institution 
for teachers is in operation and is meeting with a gratifying 
measure of success, 152 persons having sought admission at the 
commencement of the last term embraced in the year covered by 
the Report. Measures have been taken to secure the services of 
a Training Superintendent from some one of the most approved 
training schools of the United Kingdom, at a salary of not less 
than 800 pounds per annum, with q~arters and his passage by 
the mail steamship at the public expense. The sub-reports of 
the District Inspectors are well written and exhibit a degree of 
scholarship in those officers that promises well for an efficient 
and wise administration of the schools under their supervision. 
On the wllole, we are able to express ourselves as highly gratified 
at the presentation which this excellent report gives of the 'con-
dition of public education among our jlntipodal brethren. 
, 
Perhaps the best hope of the Protestant, or rather American, 
side in this irrepressible conflict, is in the want of absolute unity 
among the. Catholics themselves in their theories and practices 
related to It. In nearly every community where an attempt has 
.. been made by the bishops and priests to separate Catholic from 
• 
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Protestant children in their school-education, some parents of 
the Romish faith are found fearless, independent, and patriotic 
enough to keep their offspring in the public schools, and brave 
the consequences, which ecclesiastical authorities rarely venture 
to push beyond simple admonition or other mild discipline. 
Occasionally-but rarely, it must be confessed-a parish priest 
has been found who, in practical defiance of his superiors, has 
stood up in courageous defense of the American system, and 
refused to apply the injunctions and threats of the Church 
against it. A few influential laymen, like ex-Mayor Kelley, of 
Pittsburg, have lent their influence unreservedly to the preserva-
tion of the common school. The services of such men, in a 
country so subject to the dominant influence of popular leaders 
as ours, can not be spared to Catholicism; and the J will not be 
severely disciplined. They are the salt that will go far to save 
the educational earth- at least in the Western Hemisphere. 
W. 
WHA l' CAN WE DO FOR UNEMPLOYED TEACHERS? 
State Supt. E. S. CARR, California. 
UPON my table are not less than fifty applications from eastern teachers, for positions in the California schools, received during the last month. 
They have numbered hundreds during the year. One teacher says, "I have 
a fine school, and an excellent position, with a salary of $900 a year, but 
I ooking out on the 19th of April, into a fast falling snow storm, I think this a 
good country to get away from." Another says, "I must live in a warmer 
climate, or give up teaching altogether." Many write of the over.crowding 
into the profession in the older, states, and think there must be more elbow 
room on the Pacific coast. Others hear of the larger salaries paid in Califor-
nia, and argue from that a scarcity of hands in the educational harvest field. 
To one and all these, we are compelled to say, do not come to California 
without means enough to wait a year or more unemployed. Our popUlation 
i ~ already doubly and trebly provided with the best of teachers. Some of the 
most energetic ami the most enterprising from the older states early cast their 
lot with the gold hunters, and California, bound to have the best her gold 
wot.ld buy, has been getting it, ever since, in education, as}n everything 
else. Gold will buy teaching capacity, though it cannot the capacity to learn; 
the Californians are not wont to grudge anything to the schools. In twenty-
live years they have ~pent over thirty millions of dollars for public ,education. 
There is only one reason why they are not ready to employ every teacher who 
wishes to come to us,-and that is, the lack of scholars. Look at the statistics 
of population, and you will find that we are yet only a handful, compared with 
the older states. 
Again, our state and city normal schools are graduating more than enough 
teachers to fill the vacancies made by resignations, or the demands from new 
districts. In obtaining situations, then, graduates have an advantage in the 
influence of relatives and friends, and in many districts, here as well as in the 
east, this influence counts against experience in teaching. 
Our school boards are elected as yours are, and our school interests are not 
always in the best hands. 
There is something pathetic in the appeals of hundreds of qualified persons for 
employment in the work for which they have prepared with so much diligence 
and sacrifice. It is painful to say," there is no work in all the land," to such 
as those. Does not the fa.ct that there is a surplus of teachers in some parts 
of the country, and such crying neeil of them in places where the people are 
too poor to employ them, point directly to a tzational work in edttcatiotz, for 
which, as yet, no provision has been made? There are hundreds of trained 
teachers who would go into those dark portions of the country, marked on 
the map of illiteracy, if they could be protected and paid, as they can be only 
hy some national iJrovision. It may be said that the nation could just as 
properly move a surplus of shoemakers or carpenters from one section to an-
other, and viewed from one stand point this is true; but the relation of the 
teacher to the public service is rather that of the army and navy. The Pres-
ident's inaugural speech touched the point of thisIsubject: "A liberal and 
p~rmanent provision should be made for the support of free schools by state 
governments, anel, if need be, supplemented by legitimate aid from the na-
tional authority." It only needs a wis:: and judicious use of this authority, to 
utilize all the educational force in the land, and in so doing, to give added 
dignity and importance to the profession. The influence of educators through-
out the country should be concentrated in an effort to elevate our much neglected 
Bureau of Educatiou into a Department second in dignity to no other arm of 
the public service. I have advocated this for year., without hope of its ac-
complishment in my time, but the recognition of a necessity for some form~of 
national aid, so pointedly and publicly made by the President, inspires me 
with the belief that the auspicious moment is near, to prove that organization, 
under free institutions, may accomplish the same grand tesults for education, 
that despotic governments have achieved in other parts of the civilized world. 
HOW TO STUDY. 
JOHN M. EDDY, Table Bluff, California. 
IT is of more importance that the common school teacher should possess a true conception of what study is, than that he should be an accomplished 
linguist, or be conversant with all the natural sciences. • If there is anything 
which it should be incumbent upon the teacher to faithfully impart to every 
pupil, it is the art of correct study; and if there is anything that is generally 
neglected in our common schools, it is instruction in this very art. But so 
many of our district teachers have acquired their stock of learning by an exer-
cise of the mechanical, parrot· like process, so prevalent in country schools, 
that few of them appreciate the real worth of absorbing application, and it is 
hardly to be supposed that they can enlighten their pupils much in regard to 
that of which they themselves are entirely ignorant. 
Reform is as certainly necessary in the manner of pupils' studying, as in 
other matters, over which 'statesmen have exercised their wits in vain. It is 
a deplorable fact that more labor is now wasted acquiring the rudiments of an 
education than would suffice, if properly applied, to learn a trade or read for a 
profession. It may safely be stated that pupils in general consume thrice the 
amount of time in committing a lesson that is actually required; arid it all 
arises from the simple 'fact that they have never been taught h01lJ to study. 
Pupils have an unaccountable way of receiving a lesson, s.o to speak, through 
the eye and discharging it by means of the tongue, without its having made 
the least impression on their minds. Very seldom do you find a pupil who 
exercises much thought in committing a lesson: he has never learned its value 
or comprehended its importance as all element of study, and therefore ignores 
its use ill accomplishing his task. Herein lies the difficulty ; he is not taught 
that there can be no effectual study without vigourous thought. How com-
mon it is to see pupils, with book in hand, lips movin.g and eyes fixed ab-
stractedly on some familiar object of the school room, trying to memorize 
some difficult passage .of their lesson! A si~gle glance at the blank look and 
preoccupied air of the pupil would convince the most careless observer that 
the mind of the child was absorbed by something entirely foreign to the sub-
ject-matter contained III the text-book. Who would not prefer to see a pupil 
engaged heart and soul in ingenious mischief, than attempting to study in this 
manner? 
One trouble is that pupils are not made to comprehend the due weight, 
measure, and force of words. If they could understand _ the full meaning: of 
words and the close relation existing between them and the subject-matter, the 
difficll'lty would to some extent be remedied. But authorS and teachers in too 
many cases use an abstruse and inverted method of explanation, that abounds 
in technical words, technically rel~ted, which is iII·calculated for conveying 
clear impressions. This is entirely wrong. Every lesson should be expressed 
in the simplest langnage attainable, and then abundantly impressed by com. 
prehensive iIIustnitions. 
During an experience of eight years in the common schools, I have never 
found a pupil who could master the principles of arithmetic 11y studying the 
rules given in the text-book; nor am I anxious that they should master arith-
metic in this way. More than this, I have observed that as soon as the pupil 
has become familiar with the fIlultatzical workings of the f~ndamental rules, 
and c;nters what we term the logical portion of arithmetic, he is puzzled to 
know what must be dO/ie with the numbers that may occur in the statement of 
a problem. Now, this arises from the fact that he has heretofore supposed 
arithmetic to consist of numbers onlv, and has not learned that the solution of 
a problem dependi almost entirely upon the words connecting the relative 
values in the text. He does not know whether to add, subtract, multiply,> or 
divide, but tries each one in turn till he obtains tlte answer givm in the book. 
This custom is pernicious, and a slight effort on the part of the teacher:will in-
stitute a better state of things. In the first place, require the pupils to make 
a statement of every example that is to be solved, without perfotming the opera-
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tions indicated, and have them continue this till they are sure in every case 
that it will give the required answer. This will soon be attended by good reo 
suits, and the habit of working for the sole purpose of procuring a certain an· 
swer will have been broken. The pupil may be further improved by receiv· 
ing a little instruction in language, with a few 'problems in arithmetic as the 
language lesson. 
Much trouble might be avoided by the teacher if he would devote some of 
his time to showing them how to study, and by studying with them and help· 
ing them to get their lessons. It is an easy matter for the teacher to hold the 
attention of the pupils while he instructs them orally; and he may in this 
manner, even by employing the same language used in the book, help them 
to commit a lesson in one·fourth of the time that it usually takes them to ac · 
quire it. By thus demonstrating to' the pupils with what ease a task may be 
accomplished when the faculties are awake, a teacher can readily convince 
them that only diligent application of the mental powers is necessary to reno 
der studying a pastime. 
Another reprebensiJlle practice is that of trying to "swallow" a whole les· 
son serpent· like at one effort. Nothing is more productive of imperfect and 
half·learned lessons than this habit of trying to get it all at once. Teach the 
pupils to commence at the beginning and master each step in their task as 
they proceed. If this plan is followed, I am confident that the same amount 
of application will yield more abundantly of a richer fruit. 
SCHOOL READING. 
J. W. BooTI-lUY, Chappaqua, N. Y. 
VERY few teac~ers of elo~ution, of any t~ing like ex tended experience, can have farled to nottce the unsatisfactory character of the results 
obtained as compared with the exertions made. Not only is this true in regard 
to common schools, but the evil extends to high schools and academies, and 
even to colleges. Its causes I take to be two, and its partial remedy, at 
least, simple. Children are a good deal like Chinamen; they need a pattern. 
Good reading ia, after all, largely a matter of feeling, of sentiment, of delicate 
perception. To produce good readers, the mind must be trained not only to 
look for the dictionary meaning of the words, but also that finer, subtler 
meaning which the author was thinking of when he used them. No rules, be 
they ever so clear and definite and true, can g ive this. The architect does not 
gather together the masons, and the carpenters, and harangue them concerning 
the proportions and beauties of the temple to be; telling them to put here a 
cornice, and there a frieze, and yonder a carved capital; but he makes a model 
'or a drawing of every detail, so that the builder takes in his whole idea at a 
single glance of the eye. Scientific lecturers have, within the last few years, 
recognized the value of this method; and now, in the best colleges, the 
stereopticon tells in a moment what the professor could not in an hour. A 
few strokes of the chalk from a skillful hand will let more light into the 
juvenile brain than a page of brevier. If you want to teach a pupil to read a 
piece well, read it well yourself in his hearing. A minute or two will suffice 
to show him a meaning and beauties in it which he never guessed. A child 
learns to talk by hearing other people talk; so he learns to read by hearing 
other people read. My first suggestion to teachers, then, is to become good 
readers themselves; to read the piece or the verse as it ought to be read, and 
then let the pupil imitate them, and he will soon form the habit of looking at 
the sense of the words, as well as at tlieir definition .and form . 
The suggestion of Miss May, in No. II of the \VEEKLY, in regard to lesson 
leaves, published weekly for the primary grades, is an excellent one as far as 
it goes. It would undoubtedly take away much of the listlessness and dull-
ness from the sleepy atmosphere of that thickly populated region, the primary 
class room. "~ewar.e l'f routine," said that acute Frenchman, Jacques Matter, 
"it is fatal to teaching." It is the bane of the reading class. Its cause lies 
partly in the teacher, and partly in the text-book. There can be little doubt 
but that great advances have been made in the last thirty years in educational 
. methods and text.books; but the substitu tion of the modern reader for the 
masterpiec;es of English literature as wholes, is not one of them. The reader 
is a thing of shreds and pat.ches. To nine pupils out of ten it is merely the 
instrument,-the tool,-with which he "learns to read"; a necessary, but not 
particularly interesting utensi l in his educational kitchen. Every winter he 
" goes through" it once or t~vice, with about as much enthtf\;iasm as when he 
was1Jes his fnce or pulls on his boots. The idea that he has been reading 
extracts from the works, and has had aq opportunity of thinking over again 
the very choicest thoughts of the choicest men of all time h~ never dawned 
upon his mind or 1\is tea~her's. Now, to kill one bird with one stone ' is un. 
doubtedly fair work, unless you can, with the same exertion ' and a good deal 
more com fort, kill two. 
Away with the whole generation of readers. As soon as the child can read 
with any sort of ease, let him read easy stories of the very best kind, such, for 
example, as may be found in Scribner's St. Nicholas. Then let him advanGe, 
by easy gradations, to the higher kinds of literature-history, poetry, essays, 
and philosophy; always taking care to have him read the works entire, and, 
by the aid of the teacher and by independent research, become acquainted 
with the history of the author, including any peculiar circumstances in which 
he may have been placed and which influenced his writings, as well as a 
sketch of the times in which he lived. In this way, not only may pupils be 
made good readers, but intelligent men and w'omen. Besides, a taste will 
thus be cultivated, which will lead them to pursue their studies of this sort 
after leaving school. Half an hour a day during the usual school·going period 
would be quite enough, if properly improved, to make a tolorably well·read 
person. In this way every pupil-at least of the pubhc high schools-might 
become acquainted with not only the best literature of his own langu?ge, but, 
through translations, with the masterpieces of antiqu ity which the weary 
aspirant after baccalaureate honors dozes o'ver, and dog· ears through five or 
six of the best years of his life. "But," some economical soul will urge, 
"the cost would be too great." Let the call for suitable editions of the best 
I iterature once be plainly heard, and it will be as soon obeyed as was the calI 
for the cheap newspaper. 
TRUANCY-ITS CAUSES AND REMEDIES-FIRST PAPER. 
HENRY SABIN, Clinton, Iowa. 
. MOST teachers treat truancy as a physician does a chronic cJ.isease. They 
first prescribe the ordinary remedies, such as whipping, scolding, or 
disgrace. When these fail, they advise the heroic treatment, a sound whip-
ping at school and a sounder one at home, with whatever additional disgrace 
and discomfort seems rno' t adapted to the ca<e. After this, conscious of duty 
performed, they are glad when, through withdrawal or suspension, the patient 
is off their hands. Bllt the thoughtful student of educational economy reo 
gards the subject of truancy as worthy of a calm, dispassionate consideration. 
Whether justly or lllljustly, the public mind considers th~ growth and in· 
crease of truancy as indicating the i'lherent weakness of the school system. 
The causes of truancy may be considered as threefold; the morale of the 
school; the iufluences and surrou ndings of home; the enticements and allure· 
ments of the streets. I propose to consider these 'causes in three short 
papers. 
The school is not always a civilizer. I fear it is sometimes the reverse of 
this. It certainly is, when we fail to provide for cultivating the :Esthetical part 
of the child's nature. A little sunshine is the best possible tonic for teacher 
and pupils. The pichlre upon the wall, the uniform neatness of the room, 
the smile which lights up the teacher's face, are most important factors in 
disciplining a school. With a teacher given to fault.finding, with hard, dry 
lessons, exacted to the very letter of the book, with that rigid discipline which 
makes no distinction between a fault anti a crime, I cannot wonder that the 
temptation to spend the day on the hills, under the trees, by the brook, look· 
ing up into the laughing, loving face of nature, is a lm03t irresistible. 
In a systematic treatment of this suhject the" ounce of prevention " must no 
be lost sight of. As iron, submitted to intense heat untIl certain chemical 
changes take place, is converted into steel, so, many a boy having once yielded 
to temptation, has been changecl hy the fi ery ordeal of discipline, into a con· 
firmed and hardened truant. ) 
It is sometimes well to let the cooling waters of lo've fall hke baptismal 
rain on the heated brow of the child. The treatment whIch I urge is not 
laxity of discipline. I would meet the fir.t instance of truancy with firmness, 
b,!t with the utmost discretion. In some cases truancy is but one of the symp: 
toms of a deep·seated moral disease. The aim should be, if possible, to 
eradicate the disease. When this is accomplished, the symptoms will disap· 
pear. It is not well to brand the truant as having committed the unpardon. 
able sin. The door of reformatiO'l should be left wi tie open. It is possible 
to make the valley of repentans;e too dark and tearful. But it is not enough 
to simply convince the reason or inspire the love of the child. 
We ought to set before the truant some motive drawn from home· life or 
school·life which shall be a sonrce of in'ipiration and strength when tempta· 
tion assails him. " A habit formed by a certa,in number of repetitions cannot 
be permanently broken up by a certain number of denials." To cease to do 
evil is one thing; to learn to do well is another. T o sum up this part of t1\e 
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subject, the teacher should endeavor to prevent truancy, by divesting school of 
many of its asperities. He should endeavor to awaken in the mind oj the 
truant an interest in his stndies, or in some attainable good. Truancy is a 
habit; attending school is a habit. The truant needs some motive which will 
induce him to abandon the one habit, and adopt the other. In many cases, 
the whole secret of dealing successfully with trual~ts is involved in this point. 
To reach the hidden springs of action, the secret sources of good and ill, be-
comes an absolute necessity when we attempt to permanently eradicate an 
evil habit. The rains of spring may swell the streamlet to a foaming torrent, 
but unless it is fed by perennial fountains, among the hills, its channel will 
be dry through all the drought of summer. 
TO-DAY AND TO-MORROW· 
MRS. C. E . C. WINCHELL, Austin, Ill. 
TO-DAY we gather bright, beautiful flowers, The sweet scented grass ' neath our feet; 
The birds are singmg in vine-shaded bowers, 
And with happiness life seems replete. 
To-morrow our flowers are faded and gone, 
The grass rustles under our tread, 
The leaves have fallen, the birds are all flown , 
The clouds skurry by overhead. 
To-day we bask in prosperity's sun; 
We're vigorous, happy, and gay; 
For our hopes are high, and our hearts are young· 
Life seems but a grand gala day. ' 
To-morrow beneath adversity'S frown, 
The future seems nought but a dread, 
Our mem'ries in Lethe's stream we would drown, 
For we're old and our hopes are fled . 
To-day we labor in word, or in deed, 
And we hope to reap golden grain, 
For we pray our Fatber in sorest need, 
That we may not labor in vain. 
To-morrow the" silver cord is loosed," 
And" broken the golden bowl." 
God· shows us the talents we have used, 
To help or hinder the soul. 
To-day we are here, but'to-morrow there; 
While on earth we must win our crown. 
At last to His feet our burdens we' ll bear, 
And peacefully lay them down. 
In the promised land, on the unknown shore, 
Where the flowers neither droop nor fade, 
We' ll weep, we' ll labor, we'll Sill never more, 
For our ransom His blood was paid. 
PARENTS AS CO-WORKERS. 
L. W. HART, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
THE experienced teachers are the very ones who, while most earnestly and minutely fulfilling their every obligation, yet most earnestly and j oyfully . 
welcome parental cooperation, from a deep sense of its constant necess ity. 
I. The ignorance oi parents. This is often dense and entire as to the 
course of studies; or, if not so gross, yet, in many cases, entire as to the cor-
rect discharge of a teacher's duty, and the limit of his rights or illuminating 
power over a scholar's mind; or, again, if neither of these, yet very great, 
even among intelligent people, as to the fatal obstacles which the hom~ often 
erect~ as barriers against the due influence of the school, by utterly ignoring 
its requirements out of school hOllrs, and allowing amllsements, and com-
pany, and reading, and rides, and idleness , to neutralize the six hours' labor of 
the teachers. 
2. The indifference (If parents. This is due chiefly to their ignorance of 
the facts in the case, but sometimes is owing to the under-valuing of the daily 
work and of the total effect. When the child is sluggish, or learns slowly, 
or forgets readily what was learned reluctanly, the 1lo1tcltalant parent is ready 
with excuse or pardon, practically saying, with the whole power of example, 
.. It matters little, one way or the other. Do as you please, and let us alone." 
3. The downright opposition of parents. It is sometimes overt but some-
times covert, and its development corresponds to th~ type. Overt, it does less 
harm, for the pupil is then able to see both sides and is often wise enough to 
judge impartially between them. Self-conceit, and large self-esteem, purse-
pride, narrow-mindedness, indolence-and other motives, play their part in 
the ceaseless warfare against the workings of schools and teachers . 
It is a test and measure of parenatai love and discretion, the degree of per-
sonal interest he takes in his child's school-work day by day,-the warm en-
deavor to complete or complement the efforts of the heavy-laden teacher,-
the willingness to cooperate heartily so as to make home the ally of 
school. 
THE PRESS ON EDUCATION. 
IT is paradoxical, but true, that in educational matters there will never be compulsion till the people are willing. It is true in this sense, that the 
means of evasion are many and the ingenuity of unwilling parents is un-
bounded. In London the nomadic habits of many of the working claSses 
enable them to evade the School Board officer with impunity. It appears that 
evasions of the Factory Acts also are ingenious and many in number. We 
read in a contemporary as follows :_H A curious mode of evading the opera-
tion of the Factory Act was brought before the notice of the Warrington 
magistrates, when several employers and parents of children working under 
age were summoned. The Inspector of Factories said that the Act was 
systematically evaded by parents sending children to work at a factory imme-
diately after the doctor's in.pection· of the place. This inspectiun took place 
every fortnight, and before the succeeding visit the children were removed to 
another factory. By thus working a fortnight at one place, and a fortnight at 
another, the children, as a rule, missed coming under the notice of the doctor, 
and were employed all the year round." This, of course, implies complicity 
on the· part of the employer, without whose connivance there could be little or 
no evasion. It shows clearly that if compulsion is to be a reality, the provisions 
to secure its enforcement must be prepared with the utmost minuteness.- Tlu 
Schoolmasttr, London, Eng. 
-We alluded last month to the egregious folly of having pupils give verbal 
descriptions of letters as a part of their training in penmanship. Here is a 
specimen from a Philadelphia school : ',Formatiolt of the letttr n. The letter 
,. is one space in height, three spaces in width ; commence on the ruled line 
with a left curve, ascending one space, joined by an upper turn to a slanting 
straight line, descending to the rLIled line joined angularly to a left curve, 
ascending one space, joined by an upper turn to a slanting line, descending 
to the rule joined by a base, turn to a right curve ascending one space." 
The grammar of this description should be carefully scanned. A writer in 
the Philadelphia Ledger says: "This style of teaching should by all means 
be fully shown in the Educational Department of the Permanent Exhibition. 
A full description of the fifty-two huge and small letter., with amptrsand, if 
any of the board know what that is, will be very entertaining, and will be an 
argument on one side of the question of compulsory education." If it is of any 
value to have a verbal description to precede the tracing of lines, the teacher 
of gymnastics ought to have a concert exercise on the verbal description of 
the lines traced by the body and limbs before going through the exercises. 
Because a verbal description is sometimes very valuable it does not follow 
that a great deal of it is a great deal more valuable, any more than because 
two eggs may be good for breakfast that a dozen eggs are six times as good. 
-Ohio Educational MOlltMy. 
-Don' t get angry; whatever else you do, don't go down to this depth. 
Outbursts of passion will destroy days and weeks of usefulness. You are low-
ered thereby in the eyes of your pupils and, saddest of all, in your own eyes. 
, T.he way up again is slow and shame-laced. A person liable to lose his tem-
per ought not to choose the training of children for his profession. Let him 
work on grosser material. . But the best of ns are oftentimes tempted; is there 
no way to shun the temptation? Yes! I . Avoid pursuing an inquiry in your 
school·room about which you Jeel yourself insulted. In th~ calmer moments 
when school is over, you can investigate more justly. In the presence of his 
mates, a pupil may be bold and insulting towards his teacher, but in the calnier 
hours, afterward, when eye meets eye, without spectators; his bravado will 
be gone and 1/ you are right, he will readily yield. 2. Never inflict corpo-
ral punishment in the presence of your school; if this be necessary, let it also 
be done afterward. A struggle with a pupil in" the presence of the school 
will inevitably lead to a loss of temper and alter regrds. 3. Keep yourself 
in good health and r~solve to be happy in your school-room, and resolve to 
mltke your pupils happy there, too. Be determined that trifles shall not fret 
you. 4. Last but not least, have fresh air.-Carolina Teache1·. 
-There may be crudeness and unreasonableness in much that is said in 
discussions of educational matters, but such discussions will 'd.o good. Public 
sentiment will be right when it is well-informed. The schools belong to 'the 
people; they pay the taxes which maintain them. Their wishes should find 
expression and be obeyed. Legislation in advance of public sentiment IS both 
unjust and reactionary.-Home Ne1lJspajur. 
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Musical Department. 
Editor, W. L. SMITH, East Saginaw, ~ichigan. 
TO SUPERINTENDENTS. 
IN glancing thi·ough the reports of many superintendents of schools, we notice, with pleasure, their earnest pleas to their respective school-boards, 
in behalf of vocal music receIVIng more attention in the public schools. As 
the time approaches for the employment, and assignment to the various 
schools, of teachers for the ensuing school year, to all superintendents and 
others interested we would suggest that some steps be taken that will give 
vocal music a place as a regular .I'tudy, and secure its being taught in a proper 
manner. It is not probable that every board of directors will employ special 
teachers-although that is the best plan, wherever practicable ;-but will they 
object to vocal music being taught in the schools, If it creates no extra ex-
pense? If not, there is a way in which·a great amount of good may be done, 
and we would commend it to the attention of all earnest educators. In nearly 
every corps of teachers there are some that have more or less knowledge of 
music, and if such were selected, and one assigned to each building, as a 
musical principal, so as to supervise the musical instruction, it might be taught 
quite efficiently. Such an arrangement being made, a definite course of study 
should be laid out, so that the instruction would have some degree of uniform-
ity. The musical principals should then have at least one meeting a week 
with the teachers of their respective bUIldings, to arrange the work, discuss 
JIlethods, and present the advance lessons to be given in turn by the other 
teachers to their schools. These 'musical principals should, also, occasionally 
exchange time for fifteen or twenty minutes with the other teachers, in order 
to review the work, note the proficiency of the pupils, help them over the 
" difficult places," and be better prepared to aid the teachers and make sug-
gestions at the weekly meetings. These meetlllgs need not last longer than 
twenty or thirty minutes each. Other plans than this, equally good, might be 
adopted; but we merely give this as one way that might be used to advantage 
"where there's a will." As to text-books, no trouble need arise; but on this 
point we shall have something to say hereafter. Any teacher that has a love 
for music, and whose heart is in her work, can, with a little study, and the use 
of suitable manuals and text-books, do excellent work in this departmell~. In 
cities; where special teachers are already employed, their work is principally 
of a supervisory character, while the" real work of instruction is mostly done 
by the regular teachers, who have abundantly proved," as ,Supt. H. S. Tarbell, 
in his last report, remarks, "that success in teaching music is not except ional, 
and is much more a result of general teachlllg capacity than of knowledge of 
music, or musical ability." It will give us great pleasure to hear from any 
superintendents who will act upon our suggestion, and if we can render them 
any aid, it ",iii be cheerfully given. 
-----------------NOTEs.-Church's Musical Visitor is a most welcome" visitor." Its arti-
cles are always pleasing, pointed, pithy, and practical.---Prof. H. S. Perkins, 
of Chicago, is preparing a .new graded course of Music Readers for public 
schools.---Brainard's Mttsical World is another one 'of those monthlies in 
the reading of which we are always interested and instructed.---The May 
number of the Ampllion contains a very interesting article concerning the 
s~stem of m~sical instruc'tion in the Detroit schools, and, in very compli-
mentary terms, speaks of the gratifYlllg progress made therein during the last 
two yean;, under the very efficient direction of Mr. E. C. Gore. 
PRONUNCIATION IN SINGING. 
IN a letter to the May number of the Amphioll, Prof. H. S. Perkins, of Chicago, says: "During my visits to listen to the singing exercise in 
public schools, the query often comes to me: Why do not the teachers of 
singing more critically look after the pronunciation of words, even the most 
common and simple? And again, why do the school teachers themselves 
become so benumbed and obtuse upon thiS point the iftstant that words are 
wedded to song? A si~ple example: 'tu' for to, 'cher-er-ly' for cluerjly, 
and hundreds of others equl\lly at fault and out of joint. I most earnestly 
~dvise all teach~rs to give careful attention to this essential part of the work. 
Singing too loud is not uncommon, and too high, yet faulty pronunciation 
takes the lead. I may add, th~t these errors are not found alone ill our public 
schools, but in nearly all of our choral societies in both city and town. This 
faulty feature of singing is also most prominent in the schools of England, 
including those taught from the Hullah (arranged Wilhelm) system, and the 
Curwen ~onic-Sol-Fa; yet precedcl\t is no excuse for error. No one thing 
of such vital moment as language shoul,l be lost sight of in a course of vocal 
instruction. Most certainly, native Americans should be able to instruct 
properly in their own language-their' mother tongue.' We will apologize 
for any manifest inability on the part of foreigners, but' natives' deserve a 
smart whipping for such short-comings." 
-A correspondent, who desires to remain incognito, asks the question, 
" Why do some teachers in public schools persist in thinking that they can do 
nothing teward giving instruction in music to their pupils? Have they ever 
faithfully lllvestigated the subject, or earnestly attempted it? The experience 
of hundreds of teachers, and the united testimony of our best educators is, 
that it is just as practicable for teachers to succeed in giving instruction in this 
as in any other department. Do those teachers think that this testimony is 
false; or, is it because of their own indolence that they do not attempt the 
work?" \Ve shall not undertake to reply to this question, preferring to leaye 
it to some one who is better acquainted with such teachers to do so . 
Practical Hints and Exercises. 
Editor, Mrs. KATE B. FORD, Kalamazoo, Mich. 
PRIMARY SPELLING, . III. 
MARY P. COLBURN, Boston, Mass. 
No matter how the sense of the experienc~d teacher lllay dictate, the fact remains the same,-that spelling books must be used, at least for the 
present. Such being the case, it is well to look toward conclusive methods of 
teaching, and fixing in the memory the cruel lines of abstract combinations of . 
letters. 
Several plans having presented themselves, we will not waste the King's 
English by multiplying words over the propriety of abolishing the book, but 
make the best of it by enlarging upon some of the said methods. 
To take the speller in hand, and be told by the teacher, that the one, two, 
or three columns of words there presenting themselves upon a gi ven page 
must be learned, and then not/ling by way of explallation, is enough to set 
the whole of them whizzing round the little martyrs' heads like the wooden 
worlds of an orrery! But, if she will ·apply her ingenuity toward helping 
their memory, the labor is immensely lightened, inasmuch as anything round 
which a degree of interest is thrown, becomes, in a sense, a possession. 
One vray very attractive to the little folks is to take the words intended for 
the lesson, and work them into a sentence; no matter if it isn't quite so ele-
gant and logical in its make-up,-it will still have some ideas in it, and, by 
presenting it in a way which may mean somdhing to them, it increases their 
power of retaining it. Thus: 
" Let's lift the cover and see the color of those comely potatoes. I t will not 
be for our comfort to try to compass the whole ; we must learn to gov~rll 
our appetites in this COlwtry, and eat nothing but what willnoltrish us, if we 
wish tojlourish. A couple will do, but if we are very hungry, we can double 
the quantity (that's two more), without much trouble. I wOllda if your 
1II0th~r or your broth~r would sillot/ter you if you ate that ot/ur one alllollg the 
corn." etc., etc. 
This will serve as a sample of my meaning. The children really look for-
ward to this exercise with pleasure. It takes but a very little while, and if 
your pupils laugh a little at the funny picture, what matter? By the means 
you compass two things,-teach them the lesson and make ~hem light-
hearted. 
In our own speller, occurs a lesson where the letter x has the sound of gz ; 
and it so happens there are just a dozen words in it. The lesson, for their edi-
fication, is prefaced by " playing" they are to go to market for a dozen ~ggs. 
Each word is an ~gg-cxact, exhaust, exert, exhort, and the like. A failure 
in the lesson is called an accident; a blunder is called a cracked egg; a miss is 
a broken one, etc. It is liearly as good to them as a breakfast,-especially 
when I ask them to tell their mothers when they go home, that they have 
been shopping in the spelling-book, and bought" a dozen of eggs" which 
they must keep, for" teacher put them into their heads fast! " 
Another good exercise is to call one from among their number who shall 
give the words of a review, and which the class shall spell in concert. By 
putting this light task into the hands of different members of the school, 
several purposes are answered,-they are taught confidenc~, distinct articula-
tion, and enunciation, and you find out who has profited by your teaching 
to the degree of knowing just how to do it. I believe in frequent reviews-
it is so easy for spelling lessons to slip away and go, nobody knows where! 
June 7, 1877] The Education'al \Veekly. 
The invariable exercise of putting it upon the slate 'should follow each 
lesson; if a hard one, then two or. three times. It is not to be supposed that all 
grades can write; .and in such cases, the printed letter should be used, thereby 
teaching two or three things at once,-facility, neatness, etc., but beyond this, 
the eye should be educated to see the sequence of letters as well as the ear to 
hear; and by this practice, such is the result. In this connection it is well 
- to say that. every child, blundering on a word, should be required, at the 
close of ,the less'ln, to put it many tinus upon the slate :-if this is insisted on, 
you will find that that word is seldom missed again. 
The children should be called upon to pronounce and spell, word by 
word, and scholar by scholar, through the entire class; and if anyone seems 
inattentive or indifferent, then that is the very child to spell the next word in 
order,-no ma~ter if it (?) is at the other side of the room. 
But I have one method, which to me is superior to all these, thou1!b I do 
not employ it more than two or three times a week. It is never well to ex-
haust any plan; besides, wil h little children, a variety of ways " tells." It is 
this: 
DIviding the school into two sections by simply designating an aisle, I 
have my boys and girls stand, and, at a given signal, face each other. Then, 
No. One of one section" puts out" the first word of the selected review page. 
and No. One of the other section spells it. No. Two gives the next word 
and the corresponding No. Two in the other section spells that, and so on. 
The words must be given in a clear, moderately loud tone of. voice, sufficiently 
so to be heard distinctly by the opposite section; and the exercise is conducted 
in such a way that the same distance is preserved throughout; thus ,each voice 
has to be thrown over the heads of at least five rows of scholars, and the same 
.back in answer. I have found this peculiar plan very interesting and useful, 
both to myself and them. 
It takes a long time to treat of way'" and means -much longer than it does 
to carry any ORe of them into actual practice; uut very few minutes are oc-
cupied in any method here proposed-and each one has many merits over the 
barefaced fact 01 " learning you spelling lesson." 
If we must have the book., do let u.;, in the inter~5ts of a common human-
ity, use every mean. in our power to spice up the unsavory dish! Don't let us 
expect the poor little creatures to know in a twinkling what it has taken us 
years to learn ;-and, above all, let us have charity for their tumbles and falls, 
inasmuch as it is in the power uf all of us to look back upon stumblings of our 
own, in the time that is past, whose name is " Legion! 'J 
Errata,' In "Spelling, 11.," fourth line, please read "public" for 
"pupils." 
PARSING. 
"HELP ONE ANOTHER ALL YOU CAN." 
THIS is a complex sentence of seven words, in which" you can" is subor-dinate to what precedes, anq is used merely to modify" all." 
I. "Help/' the first word, is a regular, active verb, Help, helped, helped, 
founn here, in the Imperative Mood, Present Tense, Help, or help thou, 
Help he; Plural, Help, or h~lp ye; second person, plural, and agreeing in 
number and person with its subject, "ye." RULK. A verb must agree etc. 
2. "One" is a limiting adjective, agreeing with man understood. And 
man understood is in appo5ition distributively with" ye," the subject of 
"help," and of course is nominative, .. One," then, is in the Nominative case. 
3 and 4. "An," and also" other," e:lch alone or both taken as one word, 
is a limiting adjective, agreeing with man which is objective, and governed 
by .. help." RULE. Active verbs govern the Objective case. 
Or, "One another" is a recIprocal pro(uun, representing distributively and 
yet universally both the helpers and the helped; and thus it is in apposition 
interchangeably with each party, the helpers and the helped. 
5· "All" is an adjective, agreeing with "help" understood. And this 
help omited is in the Objective case in app.)sition with the same thought and 
the same word expressed in the verb" help." For every verb is a 110Ull with 
a predicating function or do· power added to it. Thu;;" help," as a verb, 
simply means rmder help. g ive help, or do' help. And the last is best as most 
generic. For do is used appositiol1:llly with any and with every other verb 
of the language. And here the meaning is, Do this work specifically named 
" h~lp " until each one of you is both a lulp-giver and a help-getter. All that 
is implied in the three words" help one another." 
6. "You" is a personal pronoun, second person, Nominative, Thou; 
Possessive,thy orthine; Objective,thee. Plural Nominative, Ye or you, found 
here in the Nominative plural, and made the subject of "can" (help or 
can do.) 
7. "Can" is an irregular and defective verb; Present, Can; past, could. 
Participle wanting, found here ' in the Indicatve, Present, I can, thou canst, 
he can; We can, you can, they can; second person, plural, to agree with its 
subject, you. RULE. A verb, &c. 
N. B. "Help," or more properly do understood after "can," is in the In-
finitive Mood, governed by can. RULE. "One verb governs another" &c. 
But if the two verbs be taken together, as is usually done, then can (help,) 
(can do) may be said to be in the Potential Mood, Present Tense, second per-
son plural number. And the subordinate sentence, you can (do), is connected 
with its leader or principal by the relative pronoun, that, understood, of which 
all (help) is the antecedent. The full sentence then is Help (do ye) one (for) 
another, all (the help that) you can (do.) Or-better, because less tauto-
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logical,-Do ye for one another all the help that you can. M. M. C. 
BLOOMINGTON, IND., May 7th, 1877. 
FUNDAMENTAL INSTRUCTION. 
E. H. ROOD, Bloomington, Illinois. 
THE perceptive faculties of children are greatly underrated by the average teacher, and their reasoning powers largely overestimated. When in-
structors properly appreciate this fact, there will be a proper adaptation 01\ 
studies to the capacities of pupils. 
It requires no mental effort for the child of German parents to learn to 
speak English and German, simultaneously, and a new language would 
doubtless be learned yearly, under favorable circumstances; and no one 
would ever so much as think of a .mental strain during this wonderful pro-
gress. 
Reading is a branch of education (or rather, is the foundation of all learn-
ing from books,) requiring but little more mental effort than learning to talk, 
being simply an education of the eye, with the same memory and expression 
required for the spoken language. It is really speaking with the assistance of 
the eye. 
Spelling is also a work for the unreasoning infantile mind, being largely an 
exercise of memory, which is more tenacious during childhood than at any 
other period of life. 
. Geography, s~ far as the location of places is concerned, is an easy study for 
children. The reading of figures, addition, subtraction, multiplication, and 
division are also branches as easily acquired in childhood as in after life, and, 
in fact, more easily. . 
Every child of average intellect before he is ten years old, (might I not 
reasonably say eight?) should read and write well, know the spelling book 
and geography, and be a ready reckoner. And with this grand foundation, he 
can complete his education with or without an instructor. With this excel-
lent beginning, confidence i3 acquired, and interest in books and a love of 
learning incited, and the work of education goes forward easily and rapidly. 
There needs to be a revival in primary work, and educators be brought to 
perceive the relation existing between these foundation branches and the per-
ceptive faculties of children. Let memory and skill first be cultivated; .to be 
followed by reason and analvsis. 
HINTS FOR ASSISTANTS. 
CARRY out in good faith the general regulations and methods of the principal. 
2. As far as possible, govern your class yourself. 
3. It is not best to sal' that you know more than the principal, even if you 
thillk so. 
4. Do not expect principals to be absolutely perfect; if they were they 
would be unsuited to any ordinary corps of assistants. 
5. Do not narrow your work down to the strict limits of the course "laid 
down in the Manual," but teach whatever the pupils ought to be taught. 
6. Do not make it your chief ambition to promote every pllpil, and do not 
worry pupils with the threat that they will 110t be promoted. 
7. Do not expect that any class just promoted to your grade knows every-
thing. 
8. Cooperate with the principal in m:lking your class a part of the school 
as a whole. 
9. Do your work well, but do not overwork; your first duty is 10 take care 
of your healtll. 
10. Do not allow superintendents, principals, or school officials to force 
you to do an unreasonable amount of work, either in school or out of it.-
:John Swett. 
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CHAPTERS 01Z School Supervisi01z: A Practical Treatise on ~urerintend­ence; Grading; Arranging Courses of Study; The Preparation and Use 
of Blanks, Records, and Reports; Examinations for Promotion, etc. By Wil-
liam H. Payne, M. A., Superintendent of the Public Schools of Adrian, Mich. 
(Cincinnati: Wilson, Hinkle & Co.)-This little book, whose aim and scope 
are su ffi ciently indicated by its title, supplies a want that has been heretofore 
conspicuously overlooked. While there is no question but that the great 
majority of school superintendents are and have been honest and faithful, very 
few of them have had such training as to modify in any essential degree the 
dictates of whatever native common sense they possessed; so that results that 
. would have been produced by intelligent fores ight, and carefnl, confident, and 
active inspiration, are either wholly wanting or only come in some small 
degree by some happy chance. The volume before us is valuable in that it 
calls the attention of this class of men in a practical way to a great many useful 
.and available topics about which they know nothing. While not all the 
recommendations of the volume will be found applicable to all schools, there 
is no superintendent who will not be benefited by its perusal. It is written in 
good English, and the publishers have given It a fitting dress. 
We are greatly indebted to the Hon. J . George Hodgms, LL. D ., Deputy 
Minister of Education for the Province of Ontario, for a copy of Tlte S chool 
House: Its A1·ckitectttre, External and Internal Arrangements, togdher with 
Illustrated papers on the importanu of School Hygime and Vmtilation, etc. , 
dc., recently received. This is one of the most complete and thorough treatises 
on school architecture that has ever appeared. It is a book of 275 pages pro-
fusely illustrated with plans and elevations of school structures of every 
grade, together with the most approved styles of schoo~ furniture and appar-
atus .. The topics presented are elaborately discussed in nineteen chapters. 
Among these topics are embraced: The Influences of a good School H ouse 
and its Surroundings; Ornamentation of School Grounds; Construction of 
School Buildings and Outbuildings; School Hygie!le and Ventilation; Illus-
trations of tlie best plan for Ventilating School Rooms; The Internal arrange-
ment of School Houses; School sites; School apparatus, with Directions for 
its Selection, Use, and Preservation, etc ., etc. There seems to be no phase 
of school house buildmg, locahon, furnishing, and ornamentation that is not 
here exhaustively discussed in a style so simple and direct that any person of 
tlie most ordinary intelligence can comprehend and apply it. We know of 
no measure that could contribute so much to the perfection of the material 
aids to instruction as the publication and general distribution among school 
officers of a work like this. The issue of such a book affords additional evi-
dence of the great liberality and wisdom with which the work of popular edn-
cation is prosecuted in the Province of Ontario, and it cannot fail to produce 
the most beneficent results in improving and beautifying school property 
wherever it may be distributed. 
-----------------
Macmillan's Progressive French Course. (London and New York: Mac-
miUan & Co. Cloth, pp. 77. Price 50 cents. 1877).-We can safely say that 
this small work is a valuable addition to the few good French text-books in-
tended for beginners. Though we regret to see that no attempt whatever has 
been made to teach the pronunciation of the language by means of rules,-the 
whole subject being left in the hands of the teacher,-we cannot but commend 
the new method of introducing the different sounds required to pronounce 
French words, as a part of the first ten lessons, in connection with tbe practical 
study of the language. Indeed, the work is the most practical F~ench course 
we know of. This very fact, bow ever, may present serious d isadvantages to 
most learners, if not mere children. For instance, the place of personal pro· 
nouns is not explained, but merely shown in sentences. We know that it is 
almost an impossibility to make children understand what is meant by direct 
and indirect object; but scholars who have already studied the English gram-
mar most readily understand the respective place of personal pronouns, in 
French, when two or three good rules are given, instead of sentences only, 
requiring extensive mechanical memorizing, and seldom enabling one to mas· 
ter that very important portion of the grammar. 
The verbs-the auxiliaries and regular verbs only are given-are presented 
to the learner in the right way, that is to say, based on a certain formation of 
tmses. The author might have shown, without increasing the size of the vol-
ume, and without making it any less elementary, how this formation of tenses 
applies to one htmdred and sixty-jour ·so-called ir1·e.f1~lar verbs. Had he 
given the prillliti.v~ tenus of twmtY-1Iine model verbs, (five words for each 
verb), the above number of irre,,"'ttlar verbs might have been acquired by lhe 
learner while learning the regular verbs of the language. Perhaps one extra 
lesson might have been required, but certainly not more. The true advantage 
of tbis extra lesson would have been to enable the learner to begin the reading 
of some easy French work, when this small volume had once been carefully 
studied. A. H. 
Eaton and Bradbury's Mathematical Series. A,z Elementary Geometry, 
Plane, Solid, and Spherical. With Numerous Exercises illustrative of the 
Principles of each book. University Edition. By Wm. F. Bradbury, A. M., 
H opkins Master in the Cambridge High School, etc. (Boston: Thompson, 
Brown & Co., 23 Hawley street. (877).-This handsome volume of 240 pages 
amply fulfill s the proniise of its title page. Said the principal of a high school 
the other day, himself author of a successful mathematical .text-book: "I like 
Bradbury'S Geometry because it affords pupils so much opportunity for invent-
ing solutions and demonstrations." This featnre is prol1?-inent throughout the 
book, and is one of great value in the hands of a judicious and competent 
teacher. The author acknowledges his indebtedness for valuable suggestions 
to the French authors, Montfeuier, Rouche, and Comberousse. The terms 
"Normal to a Plane" and" Aspect of a Plane" he borrows, giving due 
credit, from Prof. James Mills Pierce, of H arvard .university. The book is 
already adopted for use in the Hlgb Schools of Chicago. 
PAMPHLETS RECEIVED. 
D escripti01Z of the Fourteenth District School Building, Milwaukee, Wis. 
By Henry C. Koch, Architect. 
Sixth Amzual R eport of the Georgia State School Commissioner, for the 
year I876. Gustavus J. Orr, State School Commissioner. 
R eport of the Board of Educatiolt to the General Assembly of Connecticut. 
Proceedings of tke Adams ColtlZty Tea,·hers' fmt;tute, held at Gettysburg, 
Pa., Dec. 4-8, 1876. 
R eport of the Worcester Schools, 1876. 
Calendar of the Laporte Public Sclwo/s for I875-6. L. B. Swift, Super-
intendent. 
Biennial Report of tIle Superi1ztmdmt of Public I nstruction, I876. Ore-
gon. L. L. Rowland, Superintendent of Public Instruction. 
Dante Purgatorio. A lecture read before the St. Louis Art Society, by 
Prof. Louis Soldan. 
Ammal Report of the State Superintmdmt of Public Instructi01l, to the 
Governor of the State of Arkansas, for the year ending July I, 1876. Geo. 
W. Hill, State Supt. Pub. Inst. 
. Proceedings of the State Teachers' Association of I owa, at its Annual meet-
ing, held at Grinnell, December 26, 27, 28, .1876. 
7 wmty.tltird Annual Report of tlu State Commissioner of Common Schools 
to the Gmeral Assmlbly of the State of Oltio, for the school year elid ing August 
31,1876. Chas. S. Smart, State Commissioner of Common Schools. 
Twenty·tltird Annual Report of ·the State Superi1ztmdmt of Common 
Schools, State of Maine, I876. W. J. Corthell, State Supt. of Schools. 
Circular of Bedford Grad~d Schools, Indiana. 
Catalogue of the OiJil·ers and Students of Carthage College, Carthage, Illi-
nois, for the Collegiate Year, 1876-7. Rev. D. L. Tressler, A. M., Ph. D., 
President. 
Course of Study for County Normal InstituteS. Prep:lred and issued by 
Allen B. Leml11on, State Supt. Public Instruction, T opeka, Kansas. 
An1tual R eport of the Board of Education, for the school year ending 
August 31, 1876. Dayton, Ohio. J ohn Hancock, Supt. of Schools. 
Report of the State Board of Educati01z show ing the condition of the Public 
Schools of Maryland for the year ending Sept. 30, 1876. M. A. Newell, 
Secretary. 
Catalogue of the A1tn Arbor Public Schools for the Academic Year, 1876-7. 
W. S. Perry, Superintendent. 
Catalogue of Warsaw Vizi011 ·Sclwol, Warsaw, N. Y., 1875-6. A. P. 
Chapin, Principal. 
Catalo..l[ue of Knox College for the Academi·cal Year, 1876-77. Newton 
Bateman, A. M., LL. D ., President. 
Biennial R eport of the Superintmdent of Public IttStruction to the Seven-
teenth General Assembly of the State of Iowa. Alonzo Abernethy, State 
Supt. Public Instruction. 
Twmty-first Annual Circular and Catalo.f1u of the OiJicers and Studmts 
of Monmouth College for the Academical Year ending June 21, 1877. David 
A. Wallace, D. D., LL. D., President. 
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Correspondence. 
TARDINESS. 
T o Ti-llt EDITOR OF THE W EEKLY: 
PLEASE allow me sp:lce in the columns of the W EEKLY to reply to ques-tions asked about the report of the Sauk Center Union School, published 
in No. 17 of the WEEKLY. 
Our records are kept with the strictest accuracy. At 9 o'clock, precisely, 
the bell ceases to toll, and any pupil entering the school-house afterward is 
marked tardy, if but one half-minute. We have no rule forbidding pupils to 
enter the school-room after 9 o'clock, and any pupil who is aosellt forJear of 
being tardy is marked a truant. To the tWb last questions we emphatically 
say, no. Of course these results have not been attained by folding our arms 
and sighing, "Oh dear, what shall we do!" No, no ; pupils were shown 
the effects of tardiness, and in such a manner as to arouse them to promptness. 
Prof. Fayette S. Cook, one of Illy predecessors. worked ~IP the public sen-
timent to such an extent that Sauk Center owes much to him for the present 
standing of her school.. . 
Absence is not second to tanhness. In our report, found 111 the WEEKLY, 
but 63.5 days of absence occurred. In a previous month we had only 58.5 
days of absence. 
The public is so wide awake, and takes such a deep interest in the school, 
that the School Board might pass stringent rules and be sustained, but it is not 
necessary. 
The report in the \VEEKLY is not the best report we have, and y.'e had no 
idea it would find its way there; we were, however much pleased with the 
notice. It is not the first month in which we have had no tardiness; to the 
j)resent writing we have had only fifteen cases of tardiness, and seven of these 
were from pupils who have not been in the district long enough to be inspired 
with promptness, and to learn to control "favoring providences." Three 
months out of six have actually had no tardiness. Our report for April is, in 
some respects, better than that of March; the total is as foll ows : Number en-
rolled, 228; average number of members, 216.2; average daily attendance, 
212.5; per cent of attendance, 98.5 ; per cent perfect in attendance, 73.9; 
neither absent 1I0r tardy, 158; ca..~es of tardiness. 0 ; days of absence, 66.5; 
number of visitors, i64. 
We make discipline a specialty in the same sense as we make thorough-
ness a specialty; we aim at thoroughness in everything. This school is 111 
some respects a training school; the surrounding country is supplied with 
teachers mainly from this school. 
We cannot advallce Prof. Buckham's ideas out here. If what I advanced 
in my letter in No. 12 of the W EEKLY are considered errors in " Y ork State," 
the ideas are, nevertheless, current in this part of Minnesota. 
I have been obliged to work my way in life, and could tell as milch from 
personal experience as Prof. Buckham can from that of his pupils. What I 
meant by doing one thing at a time was, to attend to one tlti1lg at the rigl,t time. 
I shall ever hold up such principles to my pupils. 
I think Prof. Buckham need not expect to get entirely rid of tardiness as 
long as he considers tardiness honorable; for if It is not disgraceful it must be 
honorable. 
I would like to take up this subject again if the Editor is willing. 
Yours truly, 
SAUK CENTER, MINN., May 1877. S. F. CALE. 
THE EDUCATION OF THE FREEDMEN. 
T o THE EDITOR OF THE ,W EEKLY: 
NOW that t!le bayonet policy of reconstruction has become a thing of the past, greater sign ificance than eve.r must att:tch to every educational 
movement in the Southern States. • 
In the future we are not to rely on force as' a universal panacea for the evils 
of society at the South, any more than for any other section of the country. I 
cannot doubt the wisdom of the recent change of policy in dealing with ques-
tions that have so long kept the country in a turmoil, but I have grave doubts 
whether the country. and the government realize, to a sufficient extent, the 
imperative need of an influence stronger and more potent than the sword in 
the solution of these CJuestions. 
I need not say, what no one will deny, that the spirit and genius of the 
South to with in a few years, have been radi cally opposed to any system of 
education for the masses. That something, of a change is taking place _on 
this question cannot be denied; yet without help and encouragement from 
the government and the entire country, this change must be slow and imper-
fect, if it be not entirely defeated by designing men, of whom there lack not 
numbers in every community opposed to any change. . 
Immediately after the war, the government, directly and indirectly, through 
the Freedmen's Bureau, encouraged and assisted in the establishment of 
schools for the freedmen. When the Bureau was discontinued, as far as 
government help was concerned, all direct effort toward' the education. and 
enlightenment of 'the former slaves ceased; and but for the efforts of benevo-
lent societies and individuals in the North, at this time, prominent among 
which was the American Missionary Association, the intellectual and .moral 
improvement of the race have must been left to thei r former masters, in 
nearly every instance unable, through poverty, to execute such a trust, had 
there existed evC' n an inclination among them to do so_ 
In this condit ion of things the American Missionary Association established 
schools in every Southern State, drawing their teachers from the ranks of the 
Christian men and women of the North, and at one time employing ai many 
as five hundred workers in this great field . 
In some states these schools became a sort of nucleus aronnd which grew 
more or less efficient systerus of public schools. Memphis was a point early 
occupied. Colored children were gathered into such temporary shelters as 
barracks or hospital buildings as could readily be secured, and their mental 
and moral training was commenced. 
In 1870, Dr. F. Julius Le Moyne, of Washington, Pennsylvania, a life-long 
friend to the colored people, gave twenty thousand dollars to be used toward 
the establishment of a permanent Normal School at Memphis. The execu-
tion and oversight of his plans were entrusted to the American Missionary 
Association. In 1872 the Le Moyne Normal School was opened. In its or-
ganization it was and still continues to be similar to that of the best institutions 
at the North, having a Model School, Intermediate and Normal departments_ 
Its courses of study, with minor modifications to suit the different 
conditions and orders of mind to be instructed,;lre much like those adopted by 
schools of a like design at the North. I may say the same of the several pel'llla-
nent normal schools established and sustained by the Amercan Missionary 
Association in these states. A majority of the teachers of colored schools 
throughout the South have gained what education they possess either directly 
or indirectly from these and simil:ir institutions. 
During 'the three year just ended, not far from one hundred students of this 
school have taught in the states of T ennessee, Mississippi, Alabama, and 
Arkansas. They have had under their instnlction not less than twelve 
thousand children. We find our pupils, on the whole, incapable of so rapid 
advancement as the average white student. Nor is this to be wondered at 
since they come to us utterly unacquainted with the simplest facts of sci.ence, 
that white children usually hear about and understand as a matter of course. 
So in every branch of study, they have, literally to learn all from books 
and teachers. 
Again, as a class, we find our students less independent, hopeful, an~ am-
bitious, than the generality of white studenl;? Any other condition of things 
would be quite unnatural. In life nearly every avenue of honor and useful-
ness is virtually closed to them. They may become waiters, porters, barbers, 
or they may engage freely in any menial service. They may also till the 
soil but usually on condition that the land owner is to handle, measure, 
market, and attend to the final divi ion of the proceeds of the year's work. 
There is .certainly little in looking forward to these conditions and occupa-
tions to inspire hope or manliness. There is one hopeful out-look, a sort 
of ladder on which the race is slowly climbing. Those who can secure 
the needed prepa ration may engage in teaching and so not only be honor-
ably employed themselves, but have the assurance that they are helping in 
the redemption of their race. Many embrace this calling, and generally 
with an earnest desire to better the condition of their people. In this 
fact lies one great hope of the solution of the vexed question of tbe poli-
tical and social condition of the negro III our body pohtic. 
Let the means of education be increased and assured, and with time the 
question will become a settled one ;-unsettled or temporarily settled in 
any other manner, the ghost that has troubled and vexed the nation since 
its very origin, will" never down." A. J. STI!ELE. 
LE MOYNE NOR~iAL SCHOOL, MEMPHIS, TENN., May 17, 1877. 
IS A FALSE THOUGHT BAD? 
To THE EDITOR OF THE WEEKLY: 
IN W 'S article in No. 22, "Pul'lfy the Fountain," he uses this language: "It was bad because it was false; the teacher did see him." 
I would be much pleased to receive more light; and I would ask, suppos-
ing the pupil in question had succeecled in doing, 1IJithout th~ teach~r's 00-
servation, that which he attempted, would the thought have been bad" because 
it was false?" The point that I would make is this : is sueuss in an roil 
COll\'se, right, and only failure wrong? It seems to me that a bad thought is 
not influenced by its correspondence With fact, but tbat it is in itself, intrinsi-
cally bad. I am very much profited by " W's" writings, and I trust he can 
clear thi5 entanglement for me. A sincere desire for the right prompts these 
remarks. H . 
WENONA, ILL., June 4, 1877. 
ANSWER. 
If the pupil had succeeded in doing an eviJ act without the teacher's ob-
servation, it would still have been an evil or bad act,' sllccess would not have 
made the act a good one; but the tllOUght of the pupil in the case cited was 
wrong because it was not true, as well as because it waS the instigation of an 
evi l act. Responsihility for evil thoughts, or false thoughts, precedes respon-
sibility for the acts which result from them. And we contend even that we 
are morally responsible for the thoughts we entertain-whether they be true 
or false. We may be inexcusable, or even criminal, for entertaining fals~ 
thougltts-errors of judgment;-ignorance may he a crime. It is Ollr duly to 
know some things, whether we do or not, and we are gui lty if wethillk falsely, 
sometnnes. 1,Ve must conclude, then, that "a bad thought is influencecl hy 
its correspondence with fact." W. 
To THE EDITOR OF THE WEEKLY: 
You cite, in your issue of May 17th, the" Compulsory School law of Cal-
ifornia," as havirtg accomplished little or nothing. That law only required 
the attendance of those pupils living within one mile of the school-house. 
This state is so thinly settled that frequently not a single pupil resides within 
that distance. It was a failure because it did not include anybody. I think 
I may say the law worked just as it was intended.. The passage of the law 
(in my opinion) was without any design of effecting any practical good. 
Yours truly, 
DIXON, SOLANO CO., CAL., May 26,1877. F. M. RIGHTER. 
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STA TE DEPARTMENTS. 
ED·/TORS: 
California: J HANNE. C. CARR, Deputy Slate Supt. Public Inst., Sacramento. 
Colorado: Hon.). C. SHATTUCK, State Supt. Public Instruction, Denver. 
Iowa: J. M. DEARMOND, Principal Grammar School NO.5, Davenport. 
Kentucky: Dr.]. B. RBVNOLDS, Principal Third Ward School, Louisville. 
Illinois: Prof. JOliN W .. COOK, Illinois Normal University, Normal. 
Michiga,,: Prof. LBWIS McLouTH;State Normal School, Ypsilanti. 
Indiana: }. B. ROBBRTS, Principal High School, I ndianapolis . 
U7iscotlSin: ). Q. EMERY, Supt. Public Schools, Fort Atkinson. 
MiI""sol,,: b. V. TOUSLBV, Supt. Public Schools, Minneapolis. 
Dakola: W. M. BRISTOLL, Supt. Public Schoob, Yankton. 
Ohio: R. W . STIlVRNSON, Supt. Public Schools, Columbus. 
Nebraska: Prof. C. B. PALMBR, State University,Lincoln. 
Educational N~s-Home a'lld Foreign : HRNRY A. FORD, Kalamazoo, Michigan. 
CHICAGO, YUNE 7, I877· 
Illinois. 
MR. J. S. COLE succeeds G.J.Turner in the superintendency of the Atlant~ schools. He will be assisted by Miss Armada Thomas.--A. D. 
Beckhart retires from the Cerro Gordo schools; T. Sterling, from Bement, 
and G. R. Shawhan, from Mansfield. A. D. Beckhart has been. employed to 
teach the Buffalo school next winter.--Commencement at the Industrial 
University takes place June 9th, and at Normal, June. 21.--W .. H. Lanning 
has been reelected to the principalship of the West Side ChampaIgn schools. 
--We clip the following from the Champaign Gazette, as the school tax 
levy for the respective towns mentioned: "Bloomington,. per one hundred 
dollars, $1.30; Decatur, 93 cents; Paris, 85 cents; DanvIlle, 92 cents; yr. 
bana, 93 cents; Tolono, 70 cents; Champaign-east side, $2.00) <;haml~atgn 
-west side, 70 cents."--Mr. Whiteside has resigned the pnnclpalshlp of 
the Sycamore schools and will be succeeded by Mr. Blanchard, who taught 
there some years ago.'--O. T . Denny, a graduate of Lincoln Universit~, is 
appointed principal of the Mt. Pulaski schools.--A three week~ InstItute 
will be held at Delavan, commencing July 30th.--.The Pekm scho~ls 
closed May 24th. A class of six graduated from the HIgh School.-.-MI.ss 
Emma. A. Smith, the assistant of Dr. Thomas, the state EntomologIst, Will 
assist Miss Wesh in her Institute. Of Iier work, Miss Wesh says as follows : 
' " She is making ~ special study of the various kinds of bark lice which inf~st 
shade and frnit trees, and of insects which in any way injure corn. She wIll 
be very glad to have our farmers and horticulturists write . t~ her con~ern~n~ 
any injurious' insects and to send her specimens. When deSired, s?e Will VISit 
any infected locality and make personal inspection. Her address IS 136 Moss 
street, Peoria. Besides this work she is assisting Dr. Thomas in his grass· 
hopper investigations by rearing a number of two closely allied families, t.he 
femur·rnbrum and the spretus, from eggs sent her by Dr. Thvmas from Mm· 
nesota and Nebraska. In order to get at some facts hav~ng an important bear· 
ing on their probable future increase and the length of hme these troublesome 
guests will remain, it is necessary to watch closely their ~h?le development. 
This can be done only by rearing them, which the commIssIOners cannot do 
as they do not remain long enough in one place. Dr. Tho!nas has a~so sent 
her a very curious looking. wonn, which she is watching with great IIlterest. 
The hope is that he will prove a valuable ally against the grasshopper; the 
points to be determined are, is he really a carnivora; if so, has he a fondness 
for grasshopper eggs, or grasshopper steaks? "--In a recent nu'!'ber we al· 
luded to a bill, then before the (;ommittees of our Legislature, wInch marked 
a significant movement in the study of the naturai history of our state. The 
bill passed the House in the chsing hQurs of the session, and is now a law. 
It prOVides for the establishment of a State Historical and Natural History 
Museum, at Springfield, to occupy the rooms in the west wing of the State 
House, known as the Miscellaneous Library rooms. The following state· 
ments from the Bloomington Pantagraph present the matter somewhat in de· 
tail: " In 'these rooms are to be collected from the State Library all books 
and documents relating to the history of this state, as a nucleus for a State 
Historical Library; the collection of geological specimens accumulated in the 
progress of the geological survey of this state; and one each, of all the dupli. 
cate zoological and botanical specimens now on hand in the Illinois Museum 
of Natural History, at Nonnal, which are not needed to illustrate the natural 
history work of the State Normal University. The Illinois State Historical 
and Natural History Museum shall be under the management of three trus· 
tees, consisting of the Governor, Secretary of State, and Superintendent of Pub-
lie Instruction, who shall have power to make all such rul~s and regulations 
as may be necessary for its management. It is also directed that the Illinois 
Museum of Natural History, at Normal, be converted into a State Laboratory 
of Natural History, at which, under the direction of the Curator thereof, the 
collection, preservation, and detennination of all zoological and botanical ma-
terial for said State Museum shall be do"ne. It is made a part of the duty of 
the Curator to provide, as soon as possible, a series of specimens illustrating 
the. zoology and botany of the state, to deposit them from time to time in the 
museum established by the act, and to furnish, as far a.s practicable, all zoolog· 
ical and botanical material needed by the State Educational Imtitutions for 
the proper performance of their work. The requisite appropriations are made 
by the bill for the maintenance of the new museum, including the salary of a 
curator, and $1,000 per annum for the purpose of increasing the natural history 
collections, to be. expended under the direction of the curator of the Normal 
museum."--A party of students and naturalists leave Normal, July 10th, 
for extreme southern Illinois, to collect specimens in all departments ofbotat;ly 
and zoology. They go in wagons, prepared to "camp out." Prof. Forbes, 
of Normal, conducts the expedition, which will be gone six weeks. 
Michigan. 
PROF. PUTNAM, of the State Normal School, has recently prepared for Colton's" Common School Geography," a School Geography of .Mich. 
igan, containing XXII lessons and one review less~n-fiftc:en pag~s mall. 
I! cOlltains one full page county map of the state, a dIagram IllustratIVe of the 
plan of government surveys, cuts of the new Capitol building at Lan~ing, of the 
University and Nonnal School buildings, the City Hall, and the High School 
building of Detroit, and the seal of the state. The chapters treat of the loca· 
tion, natural divisions, boundaries, political divisions, system of surveys, ex· 
tent and surface, islands, great lakes, rivers, soil, and climate. Two chap· 
ters are ·devoted to the early history of the state, two to the government and 
two to the . educational institutions. Means of transportation, productions, 
and other industries receive due attention, while counties, cities, towns, and 
railroads are duly described.--Four ladies and ' eight gentlemen constitute 
the graduating class at Albion.--Prof. G. M. Clayberg, for several years 
in charge of the Ypsilanti pub1ic schools, and who has recently returned from 
his studies in Europe, has been chosen superintendent of the public schools of 
Pontiac, in place of Prof. J. C. Jones, who succeeds Supt. Tarbell at East 
Saginaw.--Prof. M. \V. Harrington, who for ~ever.al years h,!,s been pro· 
fessor in charge of botany and zoology m the Ulllverslty, has reSigned that he 
may accept a similar position in China, at a sal~ry of $5,000 I?eryear.-.-!he 
Legislature in the closing hou;.; of the late seSSIOn ma?: speCial appr<>.prt~tlOns 
to the University, amounting III all to $49,000, co.mpnslllg ~he followlllg Iten~s 
for the two years: Chair of geology, $4,000; c~alr o.f phYSICS, $4,000; physI-
cal laboratory, $1,500; hospital,$4,000 ; phYSIOlogIcal laboratory, $3,500; 
general library, $5,000; dental school, $9,000 i apparatus for t~e same, $1,. 
500; . building for the same, $1,000; astronomical dep.artment, $!,5OO; de· 
partment of medicine and surgery, $9,000; homceopathlc co~leg~, $5,000. Ap. 
propriations were made to the State Normal School amountlllg III all to $64,' 
600. Of this $34600 is for the current expenses of the school for the years 
1877, and 1878; $30,000 for the erection. of. ~ new building. Both appropri. 
ations passed the two houses by large maJontIes. 
Indiana. 
TH OMAS D. GREGG was once a school teacher in Indianapolis. He got rich, but that was forty years ago, and after he had laid aside the 
ferule. A copy of his will has come to light, in which, after devising ~ome 
$7,000 in small bequests, he makes the city of Indianapolis his residuary leg-
atee " for the advancement and promotion of free schools in said city.'~ It is 
presumed that the school directors have not yet heard of this legacy, as no 
movement has been made toward reconsidering the recent resolution for re-
duction of salaries.--The Greensburg schools closed on Friday, May 18th. 
The High School graduated a class of thirteen. This is certainly doing v.:ell 
for an average number belonging of only 598. The closing exercIses 
were rendered especially memorable by the formal opening of a new and very 
fine school building. Addresses were made by Judge B. \V: Wilson, Rev. J. 
R. Walker, and Hon. Will Cumback. The present supenntendent, C. \V. 
Harvey, has held his p0sition Slllce 1869. He reports an average number be· 
longing of 598; per cent of attendance, 96)(, and cases of tardi~ess, · 175. 
--The school enumeration of Logansport gives a total of 3,686, belllg an Ill· 
crease of nine over the census of last year.--La Porte county has 10,985 of 
school age. Twenty·six between the ages of ten and twenty·one are unable 
to read.--The Elkhart High School graduates a class of eleven, whose 
average age is 18)4 . 
Minnesota. 
SUPT. N . M. Holbrook, of Mower county, has called meetings of the dis· trict trustees on the 2d, 9th, and 16th inst., " for the purpose of mutual 
counsel in regard to their various duties, and to devise ways and means to 
promote the interests of the schools." A general invitatia)ll is given to all 
friends of education to attend.--The examinations and other public exer· 
cises of the 5t. ClOUd Normal School passed off with the usual eclat. A new 
feature was the class tree exercises. The graduating exercises were very 
larJrely attend~d.--The University of Minnesota makes the following .an· 
nouncements: June 1st and 2d, examination of classes in all departments; 
June 4th , Anniversary of Literary · Societies, Address by Mr. S. P. Starritt,8 
P. M.; June 5th, Examinations for Admission, 9 A. M.; Senior Class Day, 
:1: 30 P. M.; June 6th, Business meeting of Alumni, 3 P. M.; Annual Ad. 
dress before the Society of Alumni, by Henry M. Williamson, Esq., at 8 P. 
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M.; June 7th, Commencement day, Public Graduation Exercises, 9: 30 A. M.; 
Alumni dinner, 3 P. M., at the Nicollet House; President's reception in the 
evening.--The building of the High School at Minneapolis is progressing 
finely. Appropriate exercises on laying the corner stone of the structure will 
be held.--Commencement exercises connected with the Minneapolis High 
School will be held on the evening of June 22d at the Academy of Music.--
The pupils of the Minnesota Institution for the Deaf and Dumb and the Blind 
gave a very interesting entertainment in Hill's Opera H ouse, Faribault, Wed-
nesday evening, May I6th.--The text·book commission met at Sl. Paul 
last week, but nothing definite by way of furnishing the rural districts with 
school books, in accordance with the law enacted last winter, was offered. In-
dependent districts are busy in making contracts direct with publishing houses. 
--At a Teachers' In,titute held in Garden City, Blue Earth county, April 
16th to 20th, at which one hundred teachers were present, the 'following spell-
ing lesson was given out as a written exe~cise in spelling, and the general 
average of the whole was 481-2 per cent : llalan.ce, Indelihle,. Supersede, 
Gauge, Analyze, Prescience, Separate, Proceed, Dlisyllable, Clanfy, Adver-
tise, Precession, Deleble, Precede, Trisylable, Rarefy, Scirrhous, Philippic, 
Periphery, Naivete.--A recent issue of the Shattuck Ti1/us furnishes the 
following interesting information concerning the closing ~xercises of the Shat-
tuck school this month: "The commencement exerCises of the present 
school year promise to be of an unusu:llly interesting character. One of the 
features will be the prize speaking, which will be open to all the members of 
the school. Training preparatory for this commenced the first of this month. 
It is expected that Hill's Opera House will be used on this occasion_ A prize 
of $26 has been offered to the cadet who excels in gymnastic exercises. The 
date of competition has not yet been fixed. On commencement day, (June 
20th), the members of the graduating class, which is an unusually good one, 
will deliver original orations, to be followed by the annual b:lttalion drill, 
and the distribution of prizes." 
----------------
"AT RECESS, THE DEPORTMENT ROLL WILL BE OPEN FOR INSI'ECTION." 
-Such a throng; such expectant faces around the Principal's desk! 
A few of the reliable and studious remain at their desks appareutly 
engrossed in study, that they may not seem to glory in self-righteous-
ne,s. A few others .promenade somewhat tn the vicinity of the conscience-
convicted groups that their happy indifference to Black Lists may not 'be un-
noticed. The study of the faces surrounding the des\( is interesting and 
curious. Here some anxiously scanning the page, turn away in silence, sadly 
or frowningly, in finding their worst fears more than realized. Others with dif-
ficulty suppress the chuckle over unexpected good fortune. One self-com-
placent young lady deigns to lOOk on, and then with open-eyed wonder, ex-
claims: "The idea! Making 1/U as low as Mary N--!" and then her 
" tip-tilted nose expresses volumes of crushing disdai~. The girls chatter, 
make comparisons, and ignore the background of incipient manhood whose 
repressed curiosity is becoming too great for even their superior control. At 
last one of the younger breaks forth with, "I say, you girls have had that 
long enough, we fellows want a chance." The roll is surrendered immediately, 
and then we are amazed to see the number of heads that can be accommodated 
over the small space ; a glance is taken and the crowd soon dissolves and re-
arranges itself in groups. Two young lad ies, seniors, in dignified grief, enter 
a mild protest; they do not whisper half as much as some of their neighbors, 
but someway they de marked twice as low,-suppose it is because they do not 
try to be underhanded. And the resigned martyr expression comes to their 
aid. Would you like the self-reporting.method? I .ask. " Oh, no; that is 
too strong an invitation to deceive." Would you prefer unrestrained com-
munication? "No, that would destroy any attempt at study." Would you 
think it best to have partial marking? "No, indeed_" It is sad, but the 
teacher is not omniscient, so what will you do? "It is best as it is, and we 
must gracefully submit." Is that all? "No, it is not, Miss --, we will 
henceforth do our part in lessening those direful figures." And two sensible, 
pleasant girls go away to attend faithfully to duty. After all, that Roll was a 
confession of human ignorance and weakness; dealing unjustly, through 
Ignorance; giving encouragement to surreptitious communication, through 
weakness. One feels as if arraigned at a hundred bars, to gain prompt and 
full acquittal at but few. And yet we look into those loyal and loving eyes 
and we know that our judges almost without exception will be lenient; and 
albeit sore at heart, will return true allegiance. When will the problem of 
school-government be solved? Can teachers, while in the flesh, hope to at-
tain to a system whose basis shall be unquestioned knowledge and justice? 
A. A. 
Wisconsin. 
H ---TH E ED~~TIONAL ~EEKLY is a very useful, practical, and interesting paper, says the edItor of the educational column of the River Falls 
Jourllal.--The graduating exerc~ses of the Beloit High School will oc,cur 
June 22d. The class numbers thlTteen. five of whom are in the clasSIcal 
~ourse.. The Free Press ~ays that the exercises promise to be unusually 
mterestlllg; that the class IS composed of excellent material. The manage-
ment of the schools seems to be excellent, with Prof. Beach as principal.-. -
The citizens of Appleton recently tendered a benefit to Mr. Curtis, the vic-
torious orator, at which he delivered, by request, his oration on Satan and 
Mephistopheles. It is said that breathless silence reigned in the audience 
during the delivery, but at its close there was prolonged applause. Dr. Steele 
presided, and in his introductory remarks said that no special attention has 
been paid m the institution to make good speakers; but the main object had 
been to give a sound education. He believed this was the true course for :lny 
institution of learning to pursue.--The tri-weekly State Joumal for May 
24th devotes Its almost entire space to a description of the capital city and its 
attractions. From what is said of Madison educationally, we clip the follow-
ing : "It is vacation at the University during most of the summer months; 
but those who visit Madison before the twentieth of June will find about four 
hundred students at work, under some twenty professors. The student may 
take his choice between a full classical course, equal to that in the best eastern 
colleges; the modern classical course, in which Greek is replaced by modern 
languages, giving one of the most practical courses attainable; tbe scientific 
course, made up largely of sciences and mathematics; or he may take special 
courses in agriculture, in mining and metallurgy, in civil or mining engineer-
;ng, all under professors who are adepts in their specialties; or if the student 
wishes for a shorter road to practical life he may attend the law school, which 
bids fair to win an early eminence. Nor are the city schools less worthy of 
attention. From the lowest ward schools to the Central High School they are 
managed by careful, competent teachers, under the direction Of an able super-
intendent, and a thorough-going board. Pn~ate schools are numerous. and 
are conducted by competent instructors_" Of these it mentions St. Raphael's 
Schools, St. Regina'S Academy for young ladies, the German Roman Catholic 
School, Prof. R . F. George's school for boys, the Northwestern Business Col-
lege, and the Norwegian Theological Academy. It further says: "The in-
flu ence of our educational institutions is a constant .stimulus to a higher mode 
of living and an elevator of the public taste and sentiment." 
Iowa. 
STATE NORMAL INSTITUTE. 
DES MOINES, MONDAY, JUNE 25TH, 2.30 P. M.-Opening exercises; en-rollment; choice of officers and miscellaneous business. 3 I'. M., History. 
-Lesson by Miss A. E. Bucklin, Charles City; lesson by Supt. H. D. Todd, 
Sigourney; general discussion. 8 P. M.-Addresses of welcome and responses; 
music and sociable. TUESDAY, JUNE 26TH, 8.30 A. M.-An·thmetic.-Lesson 
by Supt. C. H. Clemmer, Davenport; .Jesson by E. Baker, Oskaloosa; lesson 
by Prin. J . K. Sweeney, Waterloo; discussion. 2 P. M., RMding.-Lesson 
by Miss Lucy Curtis, Wheatland; lesson by Prin. W. W . Spear, Gilman; les-
son by Miss Mary McCowen, Waterloo; discussion. 8 P. M.-Lecture by 
Prof. S. N. Fellows, Iowa City. WEDNESDAY, JUNE 27TH, 8.30 A. M.-
Business. 9 A. M., Gramlllar.-Lesson by eupt, A. W. Stua~t, Ottumwa; 
lesson by Prin. R. G. Gilson, Fairfield ; lesson by Prin_ M. F . Arey, Cedar 
Falls; discussion. 2 P. M., Orthograplty.-Lesson by Supt. J. W. Stewart, 
Shell Rock; lesson by Miss M. Foster, Dexter; discussion. Recess_ Geog-
raphy.-Lesson by Prin. L. T . Weld, Cresco; lesson by Supt. J . W. Johnson, 
Oskaloosa; • .1iscussion. 8 P. M.-Lectu,·e. THURSDAY, JUNE 28TH, 8.30 
A. M.-Didactics.-Lesson by Prof. S. N. Fellows, Iowa City; lesson by Supt. 
J. F. Thompson, Elkader; lesson by Prin. H. Boltwood, Princeton, Ill : ; dis-
cussion; miscellaneous business. 
COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS' CONVENTION_ 
DES MOINES, THURSDAY, JUNE 28TH, 2:30 P. M.-CoUllty Normal Illsfi-
tutes_-(a) Means of securing a more general attendance_ (b) HolV they may 
be made of more practical benefit to teachers. R . M. Ewart, of Delaware 
county. DisCttssioll.-J. W. Stewart, of Butler county; T . S. Snell, of Ida 
county; and Miss M. M. Jerman,of Washington county. FRIDAY, 8:30 A. M. 
-Needed Legislati011.-What changes are required in our School Law,-(a) 
C~unty Supervision ... (b) District officers. (c) I~dependent dis!ricts_. (d) 
Miscellaneous prOVISIOns. L. S. McCoy, of I1ardm county. D,Scussl.on.-
J. S. George, of Black Hawk county; C. H. Clemmer, of Scott county; and 
T. J . Brant, of Fremont county. 10:30 A. M.-Examillatio,t 0/ Teachers.-
(a) State questions. (b) Time of holding examinations. (c) Uniform mark-
ing. (d) Age of applicants. (e) Time required for examination. J -W . John-
son, of Mahaska county. Discussioll.-A. R. Wright, of Woodbury county; 
MISS E. E. Frillk, of Cedar county; and Miss A. Gifford, of Marshall county. 
2:30 P. M.-Reports of committees, and unfilllshed business_ J. F. Thompson 
J. M. Porter, W. R. Akers, Executive Committee. 
ASSOCIATION OF PRINCIPALS AND CITY SUPERINTENDENTS_ 
THURSDAY, JUNE 21iTH, 2:30 P. M.-BusillesS. Paper by Prin. C. E. Smith, 
Bellevue: "Duties we owe our profession_" DiscltSsion.-" How to make 
teachers meetings profitable_" Paper by Prin_ L. T . Weld, Cresco. FRIDAY, 
JUNE 29TH, 8:30 A. M.-Paper by Prin. H_ H. Seerley, Oskaloosa; paper by 
Prin. G. S. Wedgwood, Atlantic; Course of study for high schools_ Dis-
cussioll .-" How should examinations of graded schools be conducted?" 
Discussi01'.-" How to select teachers for graded schools. 2:30 P. M_.-Mis-
cellaneous business. H_ Sabin, President; A. C. Hart, Secretary. 
Kentucky. 
'A TEACHERS' Association, embracin~ eighteen 01' more counties, met at 
Henderson lately and is said to have been quite successful. Several 
good papers were presented_ It seems however that there was but very little 
discussion of the papers or ideas advifficed. This is tbe great objection to such 
conventions. The limited time does not permit anything like an analysis of 
statements which may be presented.. Everything must be put through in a 
hurry, and taken for granted.--The country schools are now afflicted with . 
the "commencement" fever; several programmes have come in, noted. 
"everything went off finely." [Glad it did.-ED.] "Can't you give us a 
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notice ?" Dear friends it would take I I 5 weeks to notice one school in every 
county :l.~ you de.,ire to have yours noticed, and by that time you would be 
tircd read ing notices of commencements. We will say that these occasions 
furnish a favorable opportunity for the patrons of the schools to commend the 
good \\"ork which the school is doing jn their midst, and the teacher should 
take pains to have short addresses by citizens on the subject of education at 
evcry such meeting. A few wcll-timed words of encouragcment will greatly 
console one for any trials and troubles through which lie may have passed, 
anc! prepare the way for a pleasant school next year. There is probably no 
class in socicty so much exposed to depression of- spirits as teache rs. It is 
easy to say " look on the cheerful side," but when one is harass.ed by the cares 
and anx ietI es of' the school·room, and the pressing need for bread and meat 
fur his fam ily, it is difficult to keep the mind serene ; and under such de-
pr< ss i.n it is impossibl e to work up to one's full est capacity. Get words of 
encou ragemen t when you can, and always try to deserve them.--Th e 
ave rage percen tage of illiteracy in fourteen of the Sotlthern States is 45 .27. 
Th"se who complai"n of the tax for schools should consider this item before 
they vole a subsidy to a never·to-be-completed railroad. A judicious lise of 
money is entirely consistent with the strictest economy.-- Wn1TCn'S Class· 
W,ml Spdler " by Taintor Brothers, Merrill & Co., New York, is a neat little 
book. Its grouping tends to fix meanings by association; and its progressive. 
ne<s adapts it to use with an extensive system of object lessons, and composilion. 
Later Educational 'N ews. 
ILLlNOIS.-At a meeting of the Cook County Board of Education In.st Saturday, letters commendatory of Mr. Wentworth's manllgement of the 
Nunlllli School were addressed to the board ).>y Leslie Lewis, superintendent 
of schools at Hyde Park; W. W. Carter, 15rincipal of .High School at Engle-
wood; O. E. H aven, superintendent of schools at Evanston; A. F. Nightin-
dale, principal of the Lake View High School, and J . A. West of Blue 
Island. The regul ar order of business at the meeting next Saturday will be 
Ihe eleclion of teachers, when the W entworth fight will probably begin again. 
--At the special request of M. Buisson, President of the French Educa-
ti onal Commission of the Centennial E xhibition, Prof. Nightingale, of the 
Lake Yiew High School, sent -a special volume of selected papers from the 
Centennial exhibit of his school, to his address in Paris, for examination and 
use. Aurora and Roche ll~ were similarly complimented . Such recog)1ilion 
from this eminent French scholar must be a source of pride and satisfaction to 
the superintendents, pupils, and patrons of these schools.--Mr. O. O. Palmer 
has iJeen reengaged as principal of the Tolono High School. 
MASSACH USETTS.- The old New England custom of Saturday school sessions 
has finally been encroached upon by th ~ Boston School Board, which has j ust 
decided that the schools in that city shall hold sessions from Monday to Fri-
<lay inclusive. 
WrscoNsIN.-The usual anniversary exercises of the State Normal School at 
Whitewater WIll take place accord ing tothe following general order: Joint Pub· 
lic Session of the Literary Societies, Monday evening, June I Ilh; Public Exam-
ination of the Primary and Intermediate Departments -of the Model School, 
Tuesclay morning , June 12th; Add,'ess before the Literary Societies, by R ev. 
Charles Caverno, of Illinois, Tuesday evening; Graduating Exercises of the 
Elementary Class, Wednesday morning; Class Day and Tree Planting , Wed-
nesday afternoon; Public Rhetorical Exercises of the Academic Department, 
Wednesday e\·ening. Commencement Exercises.-Graduation 'of the Senior 
-Class, 10 A. M., Thursday; General Reunion of the past and present mem o 
bers of the school, Thursday evening. 
======== EDUCATIONAL CALENDAR. 
[Announcements o f educational gatherings, in all parts of the country, are invited for in-
sertion 10 this list.] . ___________________ A40 __ __ 
JUNE I I. Normal Insti tute, Cah-donia, Ohio, 6 wec;ks. 
" 12. Normal Institute, Mishawaka, Indiana, I week. 
13. Iowa County Superintendents, Algona, 3 days. 
25. State Normal Institute, DesMoines, Iowa, 4 days. 
26. Missouri Teachers' Association, Sedalia, 3 days. 
28. County Superintendents' Convention, DesMoines, Iowa, 2 days. 
28. Assoc. of Principals and City Superint's, DesMoines, Ia., 2 days. 
29. Board of Ohio State Examiners, Put-in-Bay. 
JULY i. Summer School of Elocution, Cincinnati, O. 
" 3. Ohio State Teachers' Association, Put in Bay, 3 days. 
" 
" 
8. Normal Institute, Wenona, III.; 4 weeks. 
9. Summer Class in Chemistry and Physics, Ypsilanti, Mich., 4 weeks. 
9. American Institute of Instruction, Montpelier, Vt., 3 days. 
) ' 10. Teachers' Ins. of Ohio Central Nor. Sch., Worthington, 0., 5 weeks. 
" 10. French Normal School, Amherst College, 6 weeks. 
10. American Philological Association, Baltimore, Md., 3 days. 
" 10. Educational Association of Virginia, Fredericksburg, 3 days. 
" 12. Maryland State Teachers' Association, Easton. 
16. Summer Normal School, Portland, Ohio,S weeks. 
16. Normal and Training Institute, Bedford Ind., 6 weeks. 
16. Normal Institute, Lincoln, Ill., 5 weeks. 
'I 16. Teachers' Class, Oberlin, Ohio,S weeks. 
" 23· Frankfort (Ind.) Norma.1 S-chool, 6 weeks. 
" 23· Normal School, Lisbon, Ohio,S weeks. 
30. Teachers' Institute, Delavan, Ill., 3 weeks. 
AUG. 6. Peoria County Teachers' Drill Institute, Elmwood, III. , 4 weeks. 
6. Central State Institute, Lansing, Mich . 
7 . . Pennsylvania Teachers' Association, Erie, 3 days. 
14. National Educational Association, Louisville, Ky., 3 days . 
29. Arkansas State T eachers' Association. 
NEW BOOKS. 
(A'Il)' book ?lamed in tllis list, or in our Notes , may beoOtaincd by forwarding tltc p rice 
10 llie jmblisl",-s '!IlIze WEEK LY. ] 
rl utllors. 'lilies . 
Alcott (A. 'Bronson ), Table Talk, 16 mo. PI' . 178 , 
Alger ( Rev. Wm. R.), Life of Ed win Forres t, Ills. 2 vots. 
All \ V rong, 1 2 mo, pp. 136, 
Appl e ton (,Thos. G .), Syrian Sunsh ine, 16 1110, pp. 308, 
Bacon ( Leona rd ' Y.), Chu rch Papers , 16 mo, pp. viii, 343, 
Bascom ( Prest. John), The Principles of Pyschology, 
COlles, l\L D. (Elliott) , 1 'he Birds of the Northwest, 8vo, 
Ctlsldn~ (E. L.), ,Manual of Parliamentary P~ctice J 
DcQui nccy (1'h05. ), Essays in Philos, Riversideed.8 VO, 
Faris (R ev. \Vm. W.), The Children of J .. ight, n mo, 
Furness (W. H.), The Power of Spirit in J esus of Naz., 
Gase ( Ferdinand E .), A New French and Eng. Diet.,S vo, 
C ase ( F. E.), I mproved :Moderl1 Pocket French Dict., 
Greeley (H orace) , Essays on Polillcal Economy, Ne'w ed., 
Gy necological T{ansactions. I. 8 vo . 
H a le IE. M. }, Lectures on Diseases orthe H eart, 2d ed., 
H:lmi lO ll (Gail ) . Fir5t Love is best, 1 2 mo. . 
Homi h on (Ga in , Wh at Think Ye o f Chri st?, Sq. 16 mo, 
Han na ( \Vm .), Lellers or Thos. Erskine, Cr. 8 vo, 
Hi dden Trc:lsurc. 16 m", 
H owe (D.D.), Lights and Shadows orSpiritua lism,12 mo, 
Marlin tTheo.), The Odes of Horace, with Lifennd N Oles, 
Selwy n (Alfred R. ), GcologicalSurveyofCanada, '75'76, 
The Burni ng of the Convent, Sq. 18 mo, pp. vi, Ig8, 
The Gospel Invita ti on, 1 2 rna, 
Publishers. 
(R oberts Bros .) 





(G. ~; Putn~?, 's Sons) 
(Estes & Lauriat) 
(Thompson, Brown & Co.) 
(Hurd & H oughton) 
(Roberts Bros .) 
(J . B. LIppincott & Co.) 
(He~,ry Hol~, & Co.) 
(Porler & Coales) 
~Hurd & H Ollj:hton. ) Brericke & 1 afel) E stttcs & La:! ria t) 
(G. P. Putna m's SOilS) 
(D. Lothrop & Co.) 
(G . W. Ca rle ton & Co.) 
(Porter & Coates) 
(D awson Bros. ) 
(J. R. Osgood & Co.) 

























ALL letters ~elating to advertising or subscription. should be adress~d to S. R. WlI1chell & Co., 170 Clark Street, ChIcago. Letters deSIgned for the individual editors should be addressed to them as their names arc pub. 
Itshed in the WEEKLY. 
-Perhaps no work, of like pretensions, has ever received such universal 
approval and so many commendations, in so short a. time, ~s t.he little 
work on Square and .cube Root, prepared by H .. H. HIll of thts cIty. l!e 
treats the subject in an entirely new and greatly stmpllfied manner. He wtll 
be pleased to send circulars, describing his new process, to any who llIay 
apply. Address him at 506 Marshfield Ave., Chicago, Ill. 
-We are prepared to furnish schools WIth printed diplomas, on about three 
days' notice. They may be printed either on genuine parchment, artificial 
parchment, or heavy smooth paper, with a beautiful border an inch wide. 
The size of diplomas within the border is 15 by IO inches. T o those who 
desire diplomas a sample will be sent on application . In ordering diplomas 
it is necessary to state what officers alld teachers are. to sign them. It is best 
to order enough for several years, especially as the price is Jess in proportion 
for a large number. Sixty on genuine English parchment will be furnished 
for $60, or on thick paper for $30. Send for scale of prices, ranging from 
$2.75 and $3.50 apiece to <;0 cts. and $ 1 ;tpiece. 
- Its contents are such as to warrant us in placing it among the leading 
weeklics of the country.-1ne Amphioll, D etroit, Mich. 
-Some of our teachers who thought they would not like the W EEKLY, but 
were prevailed upon to subscribe for it, are now quite enthusiastic in their 
praise of it.,.. W.L . Smith, East Saginaw, Mielt. 
-THE EDUCATIONAL WEEKLY is destined to be a valuable teachers' aux-
iliary, more practical and useful than any other paper of an educational char-
acter that we have 'seen for ·a long time. Teachers will firld it a companion 
calculated to assist them greatly in their labors. The best minds in the edu-
cational world are connected therewith .-Hmry Republican, Illinois. 
-A new educational journal comes to us from Chicago, THE EDUCATIONAL 
WEEKLY, with the names offour of the most popular educators of the West as 
its editors. In ability of editorial management, in judicious variety of con-
tents, and in typographical appearance it eclipses any contemporary produc-
tion East or W est. The WEEKLY will be a welcome visitor at the homes of 
friends of education everywhere.-Daily Press, Worcester , Mass. 
J 
--:-We have two educat}on.al j?urnals which have been formed by the consoli-
datIOn of several local publicatIOns-THE EDUCATIONAL WEEKLY, published 
in Chicago ; and the New-E1zglatzd J oumal of Education, published in Bos-
ton. Both are good; but they are radically dissimilar. Each is the perfect 
type of its section. The Western journal is broad, vigorous, and progressive; 
the Eastern cultivated, refined, and conservative. Woe betide the teacher who 
gets hold of the wrong olle for him. Happy the teacher who bas "access to 
both. And yet, for most teachers, the Chicago paper-dealing less with 
questions of detail; and more with vital prmciples-will be found more health-
ful and inspiring.-Exami1ter a1zd Chro1Zicle. . 
